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The Altalena Incident

Introduction

On 26 May 1948 an agreement had been reached between representa-
tives of the Haganah and the Irgun Zvai Leumi (IZL), according to
which the latter organization would voluntarily disband “within the
frontiers of Israel” and its members join the Israel Defense Forces
(IDF), which were officially constituted on 31 May 1948. Since Jerusa-
lem had not been formally incorporated into the state, 1ZL insisted on its
right to maintain its independent existence there, and during the first
truce brought a ship—Altalena—to Israel, loaded with volunteers and
arms. The IZL leadership refused to transfer the ship and its contents
unconditionally to the Provisional Government of Israel. This provok-
¢d a elash, which brought the young state to the brink of civil war.

Sitting 5 of the Provisional Council of State

23 June 1948 (16 Sivan 5708)
JNF Building, Tel Aviv

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: The Council has been summoned
today as a result of the disaster which has befallen us—an attempted as-
sault by the organization known as IZL on the unity, sovereignty, mili-
tary capabilities and international status of the State of Israel.

The...continuing acts of violence by those groups known as “dis-
sidents” is well known, and there is no reason te dwell on them. With
the establishment of the Jewish state we sought to forget the past and
enable the whole Yishuv...to open a new chapter of equal participation
in the privileges and obligations of building and defending the state.

On May 26 we issued an Ordinance for the establishment of the Is-
rael Defense Forces. This was not a routine Ordinance entailing the
establishment of a governmental service, but one of life or death for the
Yishuv and the state....Even before the establishment of the state we
were maliciously attacked by cruel oppressors; upon the establishment
of the state we were subjected to an all-out invasion by the Arab
armies....The fourth section of the Ordinance prohibits the establish-
ment and maintenance of any armed force other than the Israel De-
fense Forces. This...was vital for our self-defense. Only through a uni-
fied army...answering to one government and one supreme command
can we withstand the external enemy.

The Ordinance and the situation entitled us...to dismantle the
armed dissident organizations, We did less than we should have, how-

T




ever, in order to facilitate their disbanding and create a corpfor‘table
atmosphere for their integration into the Arrfly. One orgapl'zatéo?;
Lehi—had already decided to disband, and its mem-bel-'s joined the
Army without any special negotiations. However, the Zlon}st Ext?cutigi,‘
which existed before the establishment of the state and with which 1z

had reached an agreement, determined that IZL would not follow I&e i's
example. IZL posed conditions for keeping the law‘s of the stgte, and vio-
lated its assurance to the Zionist Executive that 1.t would dlsband' upon
the establishment of the state. The Governmel}t did not pursue this t3E'or-
mally because it seemed that the major .objectwe—the dlSSO]Hthﬁ of an
armed organization and its integration intc the IDF—h.ad, for a prac-
tical forces, been achieved. The Government made various concessions
and, on June 1 this year, the IZL leader signed several guarantees, n-

i owing clauses: ) .
dudfl%lf:inf:rlrllbers g(;)f Irgun Zvai Leumi (IZL) will be conscnptgd into
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) in accordance with the Draft Ordinance
of the Government of Israel and will take the standayd oath of loya}ty.

2. The arms and military equipment currently in the possession of
IZL will be handed over to the Supreme Commami.! of the IDF. .

3. Of their own volition, IZL and its leadershlp‘cez‘ase to function and
exist as an independent military organization within the State of Is-
rael.... -

arate acquisition of arms and military equipment by IZL
willtt(ﬁ)r,u;rfgptheir sougces will be given to the IDF, for the benefit of the
warTilfi(;?guarantees were only partially fulﬁllefi. Over 1‘,000 of I1ZL's
members were conscripted into the Army in spec1al. battalions. The lt}m(i
dertaking to surrender all arms and milits‘n'y equipment was fulfi fe1
only to a very limited extent. The three major guarantees were I}qt u }
filled at all: IZL did not cease to function, the mdepender'lt acquisition o
arms and military equipment did not stop, and IZL's contacts and

re not transferred to the IDF, .

Souﬁiiethe country is still in a state of emergency, duf-m_g the pasii,
three days distressing events have taken pIace. in Kfar Vitkin and I'Iz‘ei-'
Aviv. In violation of the laws of the state and its own guarantees, z
brought a ship carrying arms to the country. Even if there were no U.N.-
imposed truce, this would be a very serious matter, for no country.r cail:n
tolerate the importation of even a small number of: weapons jby private
citizens or organizations without the Government's permission. Larii
amounts of rifles and machine guns—-u“{hiclze:lZL admits it has broug
i ntry—certainly cannot be tolerated.
mto’g:: icr?‘llll)o:'?ation of wesz;pons by IZL, in violation of the law, the U.N.
agreement and its guarantees to the state, is an even greater c'la.nger be-
cause it places the state in jeopardy and creates a climate of civil war....
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When the Ministry of Defense was informed of this, 1ZL was
ordered to surrender the ship to the Government. It refused to do this and
posed conditions of its own. Again, the Government did less than it was
entitled to...failing to take formal steps to bring about the unconditional
surrender of the ship and prevent IZL from unloading the weapons.
When IZL refused to do this, my duty to ensure the security of the state
and enforce the law was clear, and I knew that this could be done only by
force. Nevertheless, I brought the matter before the entire cabinet...and
after an exhaustive discussion it was decided that the necessary mili-
tary forces would be despatched to prevent IZL from unloading the
weapons, and to place the ship at the Government's disposal.

I regret to say that some 1ZL soldiers left their battalions and went to
Rfar Vitkin to join the revolt against the Government. This was swiftly
quashed, however, and the IZL forces surrendered, handing over their
weapons and military equipment and guaranteeing to accept the Gov-
ernment's demands. Alexandroni, our commander on the Central
Front, acted wisely and well, performing the task with which he had
been charged by the Government with maximum efficiency and mini-
mum casualties....The 1ZL rebellion by soldiers and civilians in Kfar
Vitkin is now over....The ship, which was diverted from Kfar Vitkin
after the immigrants had disembarked with the help of local residents,
reached Tel Aviv, where it disobeyed the orders of Israeli warships to
leave the area and place itself at the disposal of the state....

The cabinet held a special meeting...and decided that if the ship did
not place itself and its weapons at the disposal of the Government of Is-
rael, military force would be used against it. IZL refused to do this, and
you know the rest. Fire from our cannon hit the ship, which was set
alight, and IZL asked the Army to help evacuate the casualties. Qur sol-
diers responded to the request immediately...and the ship is still smok-
ing off the coast of Tel Aviv....

The present incident may have ended, but the danger has not, de-
spite the fact that the Army is strong enough to put down any armed
uprising....It is not by military might alone that the evil will be up-
rooted....The dissidents derive support from various sources, for many
reasons. In the past this could be understood, though not justified. At this
Juncture it is difficult to understand. We are in the midst of a
war....Although there is a truce, the war is not over. The Arab armies
are within the borders of our country. Jerusalem is surrounded by the
Arab Legion and its artillery. The Negev road is held by a large Egyp-
tian force. Mishmar Hayarden has been captured by the Syrian army.
The armies of the invaders have entrenched themselves in the country
in full force, and powerful forces wait beyond the borders.

The audacity of armed gangs within the country in acting at this
moment jeopardizes what may be even more important than the exis-
tence of the state itself—the ability of the Jews of this country to defend
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themselves for the sake of their own future and that of t}}e nation. This
danger will not pass until the inhabitants of the sta!:e: and Jews throug?-
out the world, realize the tragic consequences of giving moral and mili-
tary support to them, as a number of Zionist organizations do....As soon
as members of the dissident organizations join the Army they are given
the same military equipment as any other soldier..:.Do not rel.y solgly
on the Army, however. The entire nation must eradicate the evil which

exists among us....

i M, Berlin (Mizrahi): ...I have come from the siegp of Jerusalem,
:E:!(}) ?vlas hoping to be able to say something to ease the distress we ha}\lre
been feeling there. I thought that I would be ab1'e to speak al?out what ;;1 e
100,000 Jews of the capital (for us it is the capital) are feeling and what
our thoughts are about the near future....It furns out, however, that I m}t:st
speak about...what has happened during the past few days...and w .at
we fear may happen....And I speak on behalf of my colleagues, the Min-
i of State....
lSteE-I?he Chairman said here that...the incident has ended but the 51an-
ger has not, If the incident were over the danger would no longer exist. I
fear that the incident has not ended and the danger st:l} threatens us.
We cannot deny...that a rebellion has taken place...and if we approach
the issue from this angle alone there is no doubt that the Government has
both the right and the obligation to suppress it by force. .

Our concern, however, is not with those who rebelled or those w_ho
supported them...it is with the consequences the event !135 for the entlye
country. Every Jew in the State of Israel (and I mclpde those in
Jerusalem) is in turmeil, not only as regards who was rlght.and \}fho
was wrong, but as to what position we will be in as a result Pf this terrl‘ple
event. In the final analysis, the facts are not only that a sl}lp loaded with
arms was brought over, but also that Jews were killed by other
Jews...and who knows what will happen in the futur'e.... ' )

The newspapers published the Foreign Minister.s gpeech, in which
he said—quite rightly—that it was not the truce which led the ‘?'}overn-
ment to take the drastic steps it did, but rather the revolt against tl?e
“Kingdom of Israel,” the Government of the state....Thes.e eventf.s will
influence our political future, and since we are currently in a period of
truce, the situation is more serious and the consequences-of t1.1e revolt
more grave. Therefore, our attitude to the revolt musl:, bE? quite d‘lﬁ'erent.

...Without going into what happened at Kfar Ylt.km...J ewish blood
has been shed by Jews, and a ship carrying immigrants and a cargo
which is so essential to us at this stage was burnt. Furthermore, the ship
was sunk and people were killed by cannon of the Governmenf. of Is-
rael. It has been claimed that the shooting continued after a white flag
had been raised....All this cannot help influencing the course of th.e
war....People will say that a government which does not protefzt 1t'sel.f is
weak, and consequently the use of force to suppress...a rebellion is jus-

138

tified....But this is not all that will be said. People will say that the state
is weak and cannot exist. And if this is said about the state, it will also
be said about the Government....

Doubt as to whether we can rule ourselves or not...is gnawing at the
hearts of all of us....When the first reports reached Jerusalem yester-
day...everyone trembled, hoping that the Government would be -able to
restrain itself—for it is better for the Government to appear weak and
the state strong than the reverse... What we must discuss here is not the
bloodshed but the danger to the existence of the state....The point is not
who is right but that everyone knows that there are two sides within the
state....Not even the Prime Minister, in his capacity as Defense Minis-
ter, can guarantee what will happen in the coming hours and days.
Will we...open tomorrow's papers to find a list of casualties, the victims
not of enemies and invaders but of Jews like us? Who knows how long
this could continue? The danger to the existence of the state is very grave
indeed.

Permit me to say that this is the result of excessive aggressive-
ness...on the part of the Defense Minister, who has taken upon himself
everything concerning the defense of the state....No one.. is always in
the right when he alone weighs the facts, is responsible, makes de-
mands, decides and implements—afterwards presenting everything as
inevitable. No one can set straight what has been distorted, for no one
wants to diminish the importance of the Government and its Ministers,
especially when the Prime Minister is concerned. Even God Almighty,
who gave of His glory to human beings, is said to consult the angels on
his actions....But here there are no angels, no other people, there is just
one man, and everything goes according to his opinion.

The matter has reached such dimensions that I do not know whether
even from the standpoint of the truce things are so simple. We all know
that the truce is not quite what we wanted...but the sword was at our
throat. People from Jerusalem who are sitting here will tell you that for
Jerusalem the truce came at the eleventh hour, when everyone was long-
ing for a respite and needed to store up food and energy. Who knows
whether these events will lead to a breach of the truce? Who knows
whether countries...will not say that in a situation like this there is no
use discussing recognition of the State of Israel? We condemned our en-
emies, who claimed that Israel was not worthy of recognition because its
borders had not yet been determined. Now they ean say that ours is a
state of internecine strife....Although the Government is aggressive,
the state does not deserve that reputation....

...The responsibility which now falls on all those here is...for
bloodshed, not for the sake of war, building the land or establishing the
state, but bloodshed which calls the viability of the state and the country
into question....Can you bear this responsibility?
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Certainly, the situation is difficult....A government_; must say that it
is in the right....But do we want to increase the turmoil and the danger,
for tomorrow we may once again have {o fight the enemy rather than our
brethren who are, after all, citizens of our sta}te. The Gov?rl}ment rfm§t
undertake, if only as a compromise, to appoint a Commission. This is
no submission or disgrace....On the contrary, th1s_represents thc_: tri-
umph of statesmanship ever impulse. The Coun.cll slllould a_ppmr}t a
Commission to study this matter, and we will .dlscuss_ its find-
ings....Until the Commission is appointed and its .ﬁndmgs pub-
lished...we should announce an internal truce....The prisoners should
be freed. They will not be able to run away, and the Gov-er.nment wou{(d
be displaying its strength. At present it would be })etter if in New York,
London and Lake Success it is said that the Council of State 1'1as sgt up a
Commission to review the matter and that we are once again ‘umf‘:ed in
our war against the invaders, than that confusion be seen to reign in the
State of Israel...thereby broadcasting our vulnerability to our aggres-
sc'r"sI‘he Mizrahi Ministers, Rabbi Fishman and Mr. Shgp.irq, have
asked me to announce their resignation from their 1:espon31b1]1t1es a‘nd
to express their desire to have a Commission appo_mted....Meanwhllg,
let us declare a truce and the release of prisoners...:r.l order to pour oil
on troubled waters, gain some peace of mind and evince a sense of re-
sponsibility towards the entire community....

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: I omitted to mention twc.> items.
First, the Government will appoint a special investigato_r to review the
list of detainees; any new immigrants among th:?m will be released.
The guilt of the rest of the detainees will be invt?stlgated. $ec_ondly, the
Government will appoint a Ministerial Committee consisting of f';he
Ministers of Defense, Justice and the Interior, which, after m?dertakmg
an investigation, will propose an agreement to prevent secession by any
dissenting force, non-compliance with the laws of the sta!:e and the s'epaé
rate acquisition of arms, and will grant amnesty for crimes committe
in these areas.

Z. Lurie (Mapam): I am not convinced that thl? events of !;he past two
days can be dealt with by means of a Commissxvon of Inquiry, nor do I
think that the provocation can be ended by granting amnesty and check-
i i detainees.... )

e g:'rclstlgfnen...this rebellion has attracted worldwide attent.lon, erupt—
ing while we are at war with seven countries, not to r-ne'ntlon the in-
trigues of the British....This was an attemx?ted coup! This is not the be-
ginning, nor is it just another incident. It is the resul.t of an z‘xccord be-
tween forces which were nurtured by various groups in the Y‘lshu\'r an.d
the community for a long time....It brings to mind another night in Si-
van, fifteen years ago, when Chaim Arlosoroff was murdered. That
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was an assault on the sovereignty of the Zionist movement, and today's
event was an assault on the sovereignty of the State of Israel!

This is not the time to settle accounts, but what has not been done to
justify those who have been nurtured and have risen to the status of
equal political partners...Rabbi Berlin? During the past few years all
the appeals to Jewish feelings of brotherhood and compassion...have
served to pave the way for the incident as a result of which the shores of
Tel Aviv are smoking....“Neutral” journalism supposedly preached
against civil war but actually paved the way for domination by this
group. It was for this that separate weapons and battalions were needed!
Rabbi Berlin accused us of having become accustomed to blood-
shed...but I ask him—who has been conducting secret trials against
members of the Yishuv and ambushing and murdering people for
years? Who was it who declared a truce? Who practised self-restraint?
Who continually granted amnesty?

Some of those present objected to the agreement....Many within the
Yishuv regarded this as simply prolonging the existence of this group in
another form, legitimizing it. Very few of its weapons have been
handed over, according to the Minister of Defense. Why do they need the
rest of their weapons? For the Jerusalem front...? I would like to ask
those who justify the agreement even though our very lives are in dan-
ger—why were the weapons not handed over immediately...? Why do
we need another agreement and why do we need more negotiations...?
Why was it necessary to abandon battle positions facing the Iraqi Army
and leave the front vulnerable? From whom were they trying to keep the
weapons? From our forces! The Government and the Minister of De.-
fense are to be praised for their attack on them and for their firm and
just stand...which is supported by the entire nation....

I propose that we adopt the following resolution: The Council of State

approves the Government's action against IZ1., which has attacked the
sovereignty of the State of Israel and the authority of the IDF, violated the
agreement and attempted to obtain weapons not for use in the war
against the enemy but for encouraging terrorist secession. The reluc-
tance to hand the weapons over to the IDF, which is engaged in a war
with a foreign enemy, attests to the fact that they were intended for use in
civil war....
The Council of State determines that by its provocation, IZL has de-
stroyed any faith in its readiness to accept the authority and discipline
of the IDF. Under the present circumstances it is necessary to confiscate
weapons from the 1ZL, disband its special battalions in the Army and
punish all those guilty of undermining the authority of the IDF.

M. Kolodny (Ha'Oved Hatzioni): The Council has to find a way of
gaining full Government support for its resolution. If it can be
achieved, this unity will have special significance for 1ZL, showing that
the entire Council, Yishuv and nation support the Government, and that
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izati i te of
there is no room for independent organizations in the IDF or the Sta
) L 1
Isr%ellle situation today is not as it was yesterday, when tl}g B::Ei’ga?ilozc;
the country and when we wanted an agreen'lent to avoid p vocations
rf:l achieve statehood. I supported the Zionist Executw;;e :n :V ;ic}?i o2
;.nent with 1ZL and I do not regret that. Today we ha\:e as at%ere ‘ch i
lies total, uncompromising sovereignty. On some issues ere can be
. com rc;mise....’l‘here cannot be several armies or any division of
zathorii?y. This must be clear....It is clear to me thati the Y;s; uv
an end to the matter and gives the Gw;mmet.xt 1tst f;ﬂ j;‘ll;}l:: r;apresenta-
i in' f the resignati .
Rabbi Berlin's announcement o : o o e it
i izrahi in the Government worries me bec _
i_'alvei: i?:ﬂ;ra We must get used to new concepts m our own‘st-ati';e;;:srl;l:i];L
1neomust pr(;.t,'t;ct on all sides. I appeal to Mizrahl am.i its Mmtlﬁ tier I:esig-
wlso to Rabbi Berlin, to rethink their posit?on and w1thdr'f1;v e siE
n tion. To Council Member Lurie I would like to. say that i onle sup;)le e
?}?ech‘wernment one should support all its decisions, not only so
therzﬁer the address by the Minister of Defense, whif:l:; mz;c::dlti;nci‘:::
that, despite everything that has h?pi;elmzd, wzra:artianrégt e):t eeé'ein et
ing lare only that we
ning the flames, we can dec ' e e oty and
1 he state. If the Government is prep - !
fvn;rr:fs i;t-:a release certain detainees, it 18 1r_resp9ns1b:le toA ma;;ee av%}%;esi;s
sive and extremist proposals in the oppos;t? filrectmg. 1111,)}2 one who 18
loyal to the Government must support its decisions, an E;l De mombers
ofythe Government are bound by them. I truly adm;lre t! ]: 1Sox;ssuming
for its patience and readiness to grant amnesty to the ‘:e e t},l e s
of course that they understand that they must abandon the pa
takelncf: gitel'mow what agreements were reached on Jerusalem, b::tzi
regard the IDF in Jerusalem as an insepara]ble part]c:if :Sz::;zu; of the
i u
is inconceivable that Jewish Jerusalem wo / '
:::rteinl t“:fulcllll the army, for which the stat:e is respons:b_]e, ?}?jliief
various organizations which do not rect:lgmzta 1I;§ l?;il}‘:;zy'but g
i tus of Jerusalem has been un ermine , .
22303111 zgtz have lived up to their respon51}:;'1}11;:3{~1 to the cl(i):iré gzﬁsw;]r}
i it further prov
i to do so...We will not permi i
?::Ee*.r;‘ll:m. The authority of the state and the army must be upheld in
Jerusalem as anywhere else in the state.

i he entire
i am): ...I am not exaggerating wher} I say that t
gtt,altiozf? ;sglzlesl‘})the Jews of the diaspora and our friends arllld fgii:;“o(f“ﬁl:
the world are observing us closely. The future of the yo: fxmnt o
rael, which is fighting for its future, depends to a !gre{:it.l xtont on the
osi,tion taken by the Council of State....All those in the shu g;bilit,y
Iz;re concerned for the welfare of the state and the Governme
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to carry out the difficult task with which it has been charged, bless the
Government for acting as it did towards those known as 1ZL....Like
myself, many people regard this body as a group of irredentists which
only undermines the existence of the Jewish state.

Yesterday I heard the speech given by the commander of IZL in
which he boasted...that if he wished he could kill the Prime Minister at
any moment. However, he had told his people not to do it. How very
kind. How fortunate we are to have such a “hero” in our midst...,

I'am sure that the entire nation identifies with the Government's po-
sition....On behalf of many in the Yishuv, I would like to say that we
seek peace, both externally and internally, and that we regard this in-
ternal dispute as a tragedy. If this rebellion, which seems bent on un-
dermining our state, continues, however, the workers of Israel will op-
pose it as firmly as we oppose the external enemy....This should be
made perfectly clear....

There can be only one reason for 1ZL's desire to store arms—to pre-
pare for rebellion, the overthrow of the Government and a coup, follow-
ing the example of similar movements in other countries...Now they
claim that the ship was burnt, and that the weapons could have been in
the hands of the Government for use against the external enemy. By
what right do they condemn the Government? Should it have given in
and accepted IZL's ultimatum? Would this have added to the strength of
the Government and our state? It would have made us the laughing stock
of the whole world!

...I do not know whether amnesty will be granted or not, nor whether
it is necessary at this bitter, terrible period in our lives....But we will
not be fooled by tricks and promises. This internal enemy has only one
objective: to wait for the right moment and achieve its aim by force,
Rabbi Berlin, by shedding Jewish blood, by murder! We all feel that for
at least one generation we must preserve our internal unity, in order to
fulfill the important tasks of defeating the enemy and building our
state. How can we tolerate this hostile internal force, which always car-
ries a sword and brandishes it at us, in our midst? We are at its mercy,

for its commander may at any moment give the order to kill or tell his
soldiers; “Do not murder, the time has not yet come.”...Rabbi Berlin,
you would have done well to weigh your words more carefully before
saying what you did about this terrible issue....We oppose the murder of
Jews and are against courts of execution, but we also oppose a love of the
Jewish people which is so extreme that it is willing to jeopardize Israel's
fate.

We all regret the fact that blood has been shed, but an order was
given by the Government of Israel, and as loyal citizens we must obey it
and not rely on the fact that the Government will relent....Rabbi Berlin
said that not only was Jewish blood shed but also the blood of the Cov-
ernment. That is correct. The Government certainly did not want this
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incident. Yet, had the Government not acted as it dic'.{, its blopd wou]%
certainly have been shed...If a government's blood is shed it carﬁ?of
fulfill its appointed task. This is the crux of the mai‘;ter. Qne mag;l taG o

flexibility, but not during a war. I am sure that this action by t 1e Gov-
ernment will strengthen us, proving to the Jews }1ere and in the dlas§ora
that the Government has decided to st;er tzze ship of state through these

rs with strength and authority.... .

tmu.}.).lflti\f irt‘iall the resigna%ons of Rabbi Fishman and Mr. Shapira }l:;e
interpreted? 1ZL will say that those Ministers gould not countenancelt ne
steps taken by the Government. It makes no difference how you explain

ent” caused a crisis in the coalition. The resignation of two Ministers
constitutes a cabinet crisis....

Why were we not told of the negotiations between the Government
and IZL on the subject of weapons? Is it true that during the first phase of
the negotiations a plan to allocate 20 percent of the weapons to Jerusalem
was discussed? Is it also true that an agreement was not reached because
there were differences of opinion as to what was to be done with the re-
maining 80 percent? Why were we not told that on Monday a liaison of-
ficer sent by the Minister of Defense or the Supreme Command told IZL
that the Army would not help unload the arms or provide vehicles for
that purpose...? Why were we not told that the order which came from a

e

i rwards, this is the impression which has been gaiz}ed. Is th}s
2.1:112%: ;{;itriotism? Is this how we are to act at t}.liS difficult tlm.e...(‘i? :}f; xi
quite clear that only if all the groups within the Yishuv stand unite : 1a
we will be able to subdue IZL. Any rift in the Government .c]ear y in-
creases IZL's strength and impertinence....We must make it clear to
the Jewish people that an internal enemy has arisen and th’at th}freJ can
be no compromise with it. This enemy is capable of sabotaging the Jew-

certain house on Hayarkon Street in Tel Aviv was: “Fire at the people, i
including those in the water”? We are talking about people who were ‘
fleeing a burning ship! Why were we not told, as an indication of public £
opinion, that even at the Palmah command post at the Ritz Hotel there _
was considerable unrest because of this...? These are very important s
facts, which demand investigation. They indicate the mood of the pub- |

ish state by its existence, its war and its attitude...:The Counmll of S?Lte
must approve the Government's action and qlal-ce it clear to the na 1;oln
that this is how the Government will act again if the attempts at re-le %
lion and sabotage recur. Only by action on the part o_f !:he C?llimm 1;)

State, giving the Government authority and ?noral validity, wi we be
able to eliminate this danger....Anyone wishing t‘o con_done tl‘le action
of IZL, would do well to imitate the step taken by Mizrahi...at this sitting.

. instein (Revisionists): ...It is typical that this sitting was con-
?en‘:;enot on the initiative of the Government, whose rgspons:blhty ]1(;,
was...but on that of Council Members wheo felt that this body shou

its opinion known.... ]

mak(gn qung 7 a discussion regarding the ship was held with tjne repre-
sentative of the State of Israel in Paris, who invited seyeral Zionist ac-
tivists and, in the presence of the Haganah representative, asked about
the immigrants who would be aboard the Altalena...We may assume
that the Government was informed in advance about this 1nc1de_nt.

The Government, which is provisional and is a.nswe-rable to the legisla-
ture, should have congulted the Council....Since it has ﬁnz.ally sum-
moned the Council and related the events which occurred, let it r}ot u}?e
the British euphemism “incident,” which was emp]qu_ad in tfei
“statements” issued by the Mandatory Government. Ca}n this fright u
phenomenon, the ramifications of which f;‘e both physical, psychologi-

otional, be called an “incident™ .

ol T]Iddsrr‘:ot accept the claim that the Jews of the state and the dlafqura
support the Government's action. Do you possess §ome?mag{ne"‘c}c 13
strument which immediately registers public opinion...? This “incid-
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lic, the ranks and the Army. Without going into the question of the Gov-
ernment’s sovereignty, rights and authority, we must evaluate the Gov-
ernment. The Government's plans and approaches may have been cor-
rect, founded upon an authority which we all acknowledge, but its basic
assumptions...were flawed, and it is these which we must review,

The Revisionist delegation in this Council has...acknowledged the
sovereignty and rights of this Provisional Government, for we sin-
cerely wished to help in nurturing our governmental independence. A
Provisional Government, which is appointed on the basis of a resolution
passed by & Zionist institution and has not been elected, must be careful
in exercising its authority.... This is especially true during this period
of transition, under these complicated circumstances, when matters are
not easily dealt with, and this problem cannot be dealt with in a purely
bureaucratic, sovereign and formal way, relying solely on predeter-
mined governmental procedure....

...The Government, or rather the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense, has been somewhat over-zealous. His approach is too impul-
sive. While under pressure one requires lucidity and cool caleula-
tion....

The “incident” is not over yet. In the first Jewish city, our temporary
capital, shooting has not ceased....Last night our headquarters...were
attacked. That building, which is a shelter for refugees and new immi-
grants, was attacked with grenades and artillery, the phone line was cut
and immigrants were taken out of their beds “British-style” and taken
away half-dressed. Soldiers armed with Sten guns attacked the print-
ing house where The Observer is published, treating the printing work-
ers roughly, in a manner unbefitting a Jewish soldier.
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These are ominous signs. If the Government believes th.at a “reign
of Sten guns” will help us solve internal problems and public d.1sputes,
and strengthen its sovereignty, it is mistaken. We do not belittle the
value of Sten guns when they are aimed at the external enemy. The
Government should have ensured that all the people and arms were
taken off the ship and should then have taken contr_ol of the arms. The
Government could have done that. Large quantities of arms cannot
easily be hidden....That ship belongs to the Jewish people, not to IZ'L. If
people are still burdened by the legacy of the past, and s'eek to hinder
good relations...by bringing up Arlosoroff's murder, I will have to go
back to de Hahn's murder....A responsible government co1..11d have
dealt with the “incident” easily by taking the step I havt-e Just.o‘ut-
lined....I do not know if the Minister of Defense made his df}CISlon
alone. Perhaps he has a group of advisors who advoc_ate a certain doc-
trine. In the Army there are those who advocate brutality, and they prob-
ably proffered this advice. o

We demand that a Commission of Inquiry comprising men_‘lbers of
this Council be appointed....Everything must be revealed. W.ltnes.ses
must be called....If the Commission finds that the Government is guilty
and the Prime Minister and Minister of Defense made a rash and erro-
neous decision, then, we regret to say, such a Govern;nent,' such a an_e
Minister, such a Minister of Defense, cannot coni.:mue in t.heu'.pom-
tions. Sovereignty does not mean terror. Authority is not arb:traru'}ess.
An honest, justified desire to maintain discipline doe‘s not mean irre-
sponsibility. IZL, which is accused of having acted 1]1eg_a]1y, has ac-
knowledged the Government, its authority and its sovere}gnty..'..l-n all
its statements IZL refers to our Government and our Prime Minister.
IZL is a private organization, not a provisional.gove.rnmfmt, and the
level of responsibility we expect from the former is quite different from
what we may demand of the latter.

The Foreign Minister should not rely on hints that the weapons were
intended for a revolt. It is a tried and trusted method, used by certain
governments, to see a conspiracy in every corner....Some p.eop]e claim
that this whole affair concerns the Government's preparations for an-
other act of political submission to the outside....I theref?re propose, on
behalf of the Revisionist party, that the following resclution be _adoptt?d:
“The Council of State resolves to appoint a Commission of Inqulry_ to in-
vestigate the circumstances of the bombardment of the weapons ship and
the related events.”

D. Pinkas (Mizrahi): ..The issue before us is the evaluation of the
events of the past few days and the steps taken by the G_ov.ernment. .In
this respect, the report which we heard from the Prime Mll‘llStET was in-
complete. If the Prime Minister thought...that a putsch was taking place
and that swift action was necessary in order to save the State of Israel
from the rebels, it may have been possible to understand the nature of the
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orders which were given. But I do not think that the Prime Minister be-
lieved that anyone who wanted to stage a coup would acquire such a
large ship, notify the Government and propose that certain arrange-
ments be made. I am not saying that these proposals should have been
accepted or not, but any attempt to justify the Government's actions as a
necessary reaction to a putsch is childish....Public reaction to this ac-
tion is also immaterial, and can be interpreted in various ways....

The agreement reached with IZL by the Zionist Executive has been
mentioned here. I know that it was approved by the Jewish Agency, but
that was not sufficient, It should have been brought before the highest
Zionist institution....] want to know under what circumstances this
agreement was reached and on which authority it was made....

There are many other questions to be answered. When did the Gov-
ernment or the IDF learn that the ship was due to arrive? Was this dis-
cussed by the Army or the Government...? Were there any negotiations
as to where the ship was to anchor...? Was an agreement made by the
IDF or the Government to the effect that some of the arms would be des-
ignated for I1ZL troops in Jerusalem? What was the role played by the li-
aison officer between the people who brought the ship here and the IDF or
the Government? What had the Government decided to do with the ship?
Why did it demand control of it rather than the ship's withdrawal to
avoid violating the truce? Did the Government know...of the prepara-
tions which had been made and that the ship had set sail...? Was the
Government notified in advance of the fact that the ship was approach-
ing...?

I know that the use of arms within a state is a last resort....Was
there no other way for the Government to achieve its goal at Kfar
Vitkin? Was it a responsible act to surround the hundreds of peo-
ple...who wished to unload the ship...? Is it true that IZL was the first to
open fire...? If the fact that IZL opened fire Justifies returning fire, why
was it necessary to employ heavy artillery on the Tel Aviv coast...? Ac-
cording to the reports which I have heard, there were fifty or sixty people
on the ship. Was it impossible to subdue this vessel, which was forced to
run aground on the shores of Tel Aviv, without employing cannon...?

I am no expert in strategy...but I think that the fact that our Army
could come up with no better solution than to use cannon against sixty
young men, leading to the destruction of the ship, indicates just how pa-
thetic our Army is....It seems to me to be extremely impetuous and un-

justified. If the Prime Minister, as Minister of Defense, is responsible
for this, I am very sorry that he must bear the burden of this great error.

The Prime Minister has told us that during yesterday's cabinet
meeting it was resolved to demand the ship's surrender....I would like
to know how this resolution was conveyed to those concerned....We
heard today that several arrests have been made, As a member of this
Council, I would like to hear something about the laws of our coun-
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try....I asked the Minister of Justice for. which crim: Ehese pg?-llllep:.:vt'ie
impri i er....There must be speci -
imprisoned, but recew_ed no answ B T B e te of
i in the law regarding the action to be take ag :
:I]:;I;Eiﬁigd....The Minister of Police told me that neither he nor any of his
re involved in these arrests.... . o ‘ )
peo?%ﬁew:ction of the Mizrahi Ministers in remgn:ing‘thet]r posit;,sv }:31 :eeg
i i in vi f their fervent desire to contri
responsible, particularly in view of their fer ¢ bribute to
ildi tion indicates the danger gr
the building of the state....Their ac . fic anger and gav-
i is si i d Rabbi Berlin's request that i
ity of this situation....I secon ' e oy
i i to the questions pose ,
ent cannot give satisfactory answers [ : »
:}l;zn(.l]ouncil should appoint a Commission of Ingulry....We mugyli;1 H:,‘ﬁ;
tigate every aspect of this serious matter.'If we fail to do so, we will n
discharging our public duty satisfactorily....

i : d the questions raised here,
. Mintz (Aguda): ...I do not understan he:
?specilzlly bngouncil Member Pinkas....If he iemands a fg;nr:;:;illt::
iry, i tions, since they are ver, .
of Inquiry, it should ask those ques \ S are vory cangeros.
icularly the one about whethel.' t;he over
E:ﬁ::;culazhirefore propose that this sitting be decla.lred' closed and that
nothi'r;‘é said here today be made available for publication....

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: Council Member Mintz has befn
misled by the question marks Mr. Pinkas appgnded to his sltatelx}rix;enos;;
He did not ask questions but rather lectured, mthbwonde;ﬁilh eeggr (1) ‘Ze,m-
hich are not known even to mem ers o -
Ir?azfliersSo‘:ne people believe that statements of thlshkl%d, w}{?t&fmcg:r
d that is why Counci
rect or not, may make matters worse, an e e
i itti losed. The Government did not wi
Mintz proposes that the sitting be cl . h wish
itti t I am unable to consult wi
k for a closed sitting, and at this point on,
:ﬁeaidin?sters on this. I still do not wish this te ;ll)e. a ilolifadgsgzltlmsgéri: ::1;.
i is i ted in tellin
t to give a pretext to whoever is interes : ' ;
‘]}s‘;cred”gllies and therefore prefer to have these thg}g.s Sf—:]ld g)se;r:)lgéig}}:
, ently )
iously, one would hope that everyone here: was sufficien
:lr?:lmt{lat Council Members would refrain from making statements
which might damage the state.

B. Mintz (Aguda): I am satisfied with what the Chairman has s‘?idﬁé
w;thdraw my proposal and appeal to all the members _of the Council a
representatives of the press to treat the matter responsibly.

B. Repetor (Mapam): The truce has been in effect for thirteen days, and

fifteen days remain... The Council of State should devote the period

. AR con
which remains to preparing our defense, increasing 1mm;_gr:ri;1§ai
training the Army, fortifying our economy, augmenting our fin

resources and mobilizing all our strength, so that not one hour is

wasted.
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£ the people

In addition, the Council of State should deal with the issue of
Jerusalem, since for the first time the Council Members from
Jerusalem are present and can participate. At the previous sitting the
Prime Minister...said that the question of Jerusalem's future and pre-
sent situation, as well as the preparations for its defense and the contin-
uation of the war must not be postponed. Destiny has decreed, however,
that during the remaining days of the truce we must focus on our inter-
nal policy....

This being so, let us refrain from dealing with the differences be-
tween various parties and the Ministers of Defense and Foreign Af- .
fairs. Even I am not pleased with the statements made by the Foreign
Minister....At the last Council sitting I raised the issues of the negotia-
tions with the Mediator and the organization of our relations with other
countries....There are undoubtedly differences between us...but I would
not want these to be tied to the present discussion....Under no circum-
stances must we blur the weight and significance of the inquiry in
which we are now engaged and which demands serious conclusions,

At another time we will examine the Government's policy on the ne-
potiations with Bernadotte, which will determine our politieal future
and sovereignty, the continuation of immigration and the buttressing of
our forces....Yet that is not the issue the Council of State has to tackle
now. Under discussion is a crucial internal problem which demands
that conclusions be drawn and action taken...Any individual and
party may criticize the Ministers of Defense and Foreign Affairs, but at
the proper time and with responsible awareness of what this entails,
What we are dealing with here is an issue which is not new to
us....Terrorism and dissent have existed for years....

For me, the unity of the Haganah, Zionist authority and national
discipline were essential before the establishment of the state, not only
now that there is a Government....Therefore, this debate constitutes the
continuation of the one held by the Zionist Executive concerning the
agreement with the dissidents. Mr. Pinkas asked the Prime Minister
several questions, and I hope that we will receive answers to them, so

that we can get to the facts... The agreement reached with the Zionist
Executive was based on the disbanding of the dissident organizations as
soon as the State of Israel and the Provisional Government were estab-
lished. The agreement states specifically that arms are the property of
and that the dissident organizations must not attempt to take
control of public life or engage in looting or intimidation....It was
agreed that the possession of private arms was prohibited. I would like to

8. know whether an agreement concerning the disbanding of IZL and the
I halting of all arms acquisitions in this country and abroad was signed
¥ by representatives of the Ministry of Defense and IZL. Does not this
_agreement obligate the dissident organization, or does it have the right
to violate it and act contrary to the laws of the state by continuing to dis-
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regard Zionist and Yishuv discipline and authority, as it did before the
ishment of the state? . ]
esm’?‘hz Irgfvisionist representative, Mr, Wemstem, co.nde‘rém:dtthti 1:}?2
f Sten guns by the IDF. If it used them, it was fulfilling its du yh fhe
ztate and the Yishuv and expressing its loyalty to' theJHagsafr':::. ;nany
what right do those who have used iter;{ guns z;lgagllii): hz‘:e e
ho have killed members of the aganah, who ha
?r?;:;d:ti?)n arobbery and murder to act a%amst Jt:iwasl;ﬁnczifflgrés?:g
: - . » e
tional Institutions, who have disregar 1
?I?sdhztlrediii;line, both internally and exte:rnally, to szls,‘k S&g]:t Sql&%se
tions...? They cannot compare the Palmah w1th‘ th.e 1ZL dissi o linda-
I;Z?mah is an integral part of the IDF. It is its c'orihinbatfles a-
tion....The Palmah battalions, which losi_; many men in { s o
and"c.l.efense of Jerusalem and its foothills, as well as in
an integral part of the IDF. o ‘
EISe;vrl;Z:;;:;ie of the value of the Palmah and its impact on tm'h:)1 :tle‘é
there is a central point which canﬁot be] ch?lé:réﬁeec%n—sii?::tsims st 0
Imah was loya
turned over to the people. The Pa e e v debats
i jor to the establishment of the sFate as we ‘
Y;S}\?v‘;v sIJ ::f(') 1f.'lghting the White Paper policy. -T'here was a serious dcili):rtiz
ion theyZionist movement regarding ant_i-Bqtlsh .[)01.1(:18;, s;ml?n Zeh o
rejecting physical force, oth-er.s cor;)dtlnmg 11;;“\:15?1:;1“ iit:d t::a.o aut};orit);
there were differences of opinion...but every e o which
iseipline....The Palmah...cannot }?e compare -
sﬁ:liag;(slcéﬁellaw of the state even before it was founde.d, and \;vhg f}c::i:;:;«;
with their irresponsible disobedience after the qst,abhs}:ir_ner;mo v
and the Provisional Government. If I%L gronl;:s‘fa.d r1’:0 Wﬁsai w;;s Y Socs
i the bombs for? :
it need rifles and cannon? What are ‘ 'y  the pur
joni ive' lutions? A military org
of the Zionist Executives resol on
?vqls:se actions consist entirely of intrigue ca_nnot be trustiid;.rizisgr_ &
ment or negotiation will be useful. There 1s only one alte
disband the organization and hand over the arms.

Council Member Pinkas spoke (1)5 %ivingbthe :}\tiapﬂ :.E]eu}.zirm::Eﬁ;a{
he lost arms too. They should have been | ,
defe;i;:..fBut why did you not notice the way in which IZL members 1

regr
i 7
disarmed Haganah members, Mr. Pinkas? Why did they do that? Why,

if not to gain control of one part of Tel Aviv first, with the help of the ship, i

and then of all of Tel Aviv?

Do not speak in the name of democracy.}.}..D;mocracgcr;al?;gx;s

isi laws of the democrati - 4
forcement of the decisions and ! ' .

g:}il: 11It requires the concentration of the people's \\avt.aa[:aonstlglthg/I }:ar};cl * 4
of th;a people, not in those of gandgs wh: s‘iel;]tg f:.‘l:; ;:::)1; f]"oré;ttexi o 1
in’ ech implied civil war and a putsch. 1
g:: i? T:error aIr)ld murder which existed not long ago, ar:lq th%rsi‘gr: n\:rl: _
cannot accept the approach suggested here. A proposal to distri i
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on a percentage basis to Jerusalem is unacceptable. Concern for the de-
fense of Jerusalem is not the monopoly of the dissidents. Our concern
for Jerusalem may have weakened us on other fronts. The fate of
Mishmar Hayarden might have been different had we not transferred
two Palmah battalions from Galilee to Jerusalem and Latrun...We do
not need an agreement in order to defend Jerusalem. We regard our-
selves as brothers of the Jews of Jerusalem under any political eircum-
stances. It is not by irresponsible lawlessness and threats of a civil war
that Jerusalem will be defended, and it is not by agreements and the
distribution of arms to the dissidents that our independence will be se-
cured. The Ministers and the Chief Rabbis who saw the actions of the
Palmah and the Haganah in Jerusalem have no right to acquiesce in
lawlessness and sanction banditry....The majority of the population—
the 180,000 workers whe built the Yishuv, the Haganah and the Jewish

state—will submit neither to IZL's takeover nor to the breach of our polit-

ical independence. It must be clear that there will be no solution through

compromise with or acceptance of IZL. We support the Government's

action wholeheartedly, as does the majority of the Yishuv and those

loyal to the State of Israel.... This debate is not related to our political

course of action, which we have yet to discuss and decide upon. Com-

promising with and surrendering to IZL will achieve nothing posi-

tive...The Government must take a firm stand in order to fulfill our

mission in defense and war, in standing up to political danger, territo-

rial encroachments and external attempts to control us. We must re-

member the ship and IZL's action and regard it as a grave warning.

A. Katznelson (Mapai): The issue now before the Council is not how to
eradicate yesterday's events but how to quash dissent....I am more con-
cerned by what Rabbi Berlin said and what the representatives of
Mizrahi did than by the events of yesterday....I realize the importance
of what Rabbi Berlin said, although I recall other statements made by
that representative of Orthodox Jewry. I well remember his speech con-
cerning the dangers of terrorism at the Yishuv Conference....Rabbi
Berlin said something now which has...extremely dangerous implica-
tions, namely: “Jewish blood has been shed.” Does this mean that Jew-

3 ish blood must not be shed but that other blood may...? We are living in a

state which has both Jewish and non-Jewish citizens. If we were to accept

| this formula we could accept plunder, robbery and murder....That is a

diaspora approach. In our present circumstances no dissent, not even
political dissent, should be tolerated. I trust that, following further con-
sideration, the Mizrahi representatives will retract their resignation.
Since the beginning of the truce there has been unending incitement
against the Government's policy. The dissidents seem to assume that
political programs can be forced upon the Government by terror, as they
did with the Jewish Agency and the National Committee....I, too, fear

. for Jerusalem's destiny and am troubled by rumors of plans for insur-
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rection there....If what happened off the Tel Aviv coast had occurred in
Jerusalem...in some other form, who knows where it would have led us?
As you said, the truce in Jerusalem came at the eleventh hour, and we
know what the consequences of a provocation of that kind could mean
for the 100,000 Jews of Jerusalem. The Council should discuss this issue
rather than the questions posed by Council Member Pinkas....A gov-
ernment representing all the sectors of the Yishuv can investigate
whether there is a basis for the claims made here by Mr. Pinkas....

Ammnesty has been proposed by the Government....Can more than
the proposal of disarmament without penalties (even for the sergeants'
hangmen, whose action cost us dear) be expected? Does not opening the
doors of the Army to them represent the greatest privilege of all? It seems
to me that this is the point which should concern the Council; the Gov-
ernment's proposals are the basis for the elimination...of dissent in the
state and...Jerusalem.

E. Wilkomitz (Mapsai): This is the second time I have the honor of par-
ticipating in a Council of State sitting. After the first one I told my

friends what a wonderful experience it was when representatives of

various parties and currents in the nation and the Yishuv came to-

gether...all sharing a common concern for the fate of the Council and §

the country....

I am sorry that the picture is so different at the second sitting. I have
listened attentively to the members who have denounced the Govern-
ment's actions....] wanted to hear their opinion about the actual is-
sue....What do the members think of the action IZL took in the midst of
the turmoil of war? Rabbi Berlin told us that we did not want a truce but
the sword was at our throat. It is still there....How should one view a re-

volt at a time like this...? There is no guarantee that that ship might not
have caused...a resurgence of the shooting. How is such an incident
dealt with...when a nation is fighting for its life, taking its first inde- g8

pendent steps?

Blocdshed, drastic measures and undemocratic behavior have been 1

discussed here. I doubt whether democratic arrangements can and
should be demanded at a time like this, on an issue of this kind....The

Prime Minister said that before action was taken there was a meeting of §
the Government in which most of the parties participated. What more. §
was needed? Is it possible in the midst of war to hold full-scale confer- J
ences on every step...? Should we wait until the legislature passes the §

required laws, and meanwhile do nothing to stop people who, accordin
to those responsible for security, are endangering us...?
I do not understand the emphasis some speakers have placed on th
provisional nature of the Government. Has someone usurped it an
seized the reins of government...? Was there any alternative, under th
circamstances in which the state was founded? Can a state establish
permanent government without first establishing a provisional one?
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During the negotiations prior to the meeti ioni
) ; : eting of the Zionist E -
Eve,é did m.)t believe t}lat the other side would accept an agreement. 7;?:{:1 1
aope that if the mediators, the party representatives who defended the
kgreement...were tq find that an agreement could not be reached or
epti..ii_:hsy would withdraw from mediation.
ind it difficult to understand...the action
‘ iff ‘ of a respected part
root;ad in tradition, which defended this agreement, claiming tﬁa; )1113.
wou d save us, now that it has been violated at every step....What is the
p;nnt of advocating §e1f‘-restraint at this stage...? As if we have dis-
E ayed no se]f‘-restram.t till now! The point is that at any moment the
h:{tﬁ: ;Z:y ze}:ume, elthe(-ir internally or externally, and the internal
; not be prevented by strengthenin izati i
qmrss and hoards arms for its own t‘:1:-'11.‘9.&.... § & organization which ac-
ur independent political life did not beg; i i
gin only with the foundation
ﬁf :;lhg State of Isra'el. It began much before that. We hoped that once we
ad formal sovereignty as well, dissent and threats of secession would
cease, We hoped that our state would be democratic and that a demo-
crat;g %overnmenF would discuss issues and make decisions
1t were not for the support you give it, if that organization
: . A ganization were t
f‘felflsolated from the publie, the ground would be cut away from undeg
iis feet. Instead, we hear “there is a cabinet crisis.”...Is that all we can

f-- tell the nation when the enemy is at the gate? How can we treat the State

of Israel and that organization as i
nd equals...demanding the i
of a Commission to determine which of them is in the Ei,tg;ht:?appomtment

..Why is it that the moment the cannon fall silent we delude our-

: sel‘.zes that the danger has passed...thereby endangering the issue to
which we are all committed? We must give our wholehearted sun-

. port..:to all tl_ue Government's actions, granting it complete freedom fo

: examine t}.le 1ssue. If the time has come to examine the agreement.

': do away with it, we should give it the authority to do so.... o

ert. In our camp, however, the old dispute and rift which is so danger-

fous for us has been revived.... We in Jerusalem feel the danger of that

The essential qu_estion is how to eradicate the underground....From
e postwar experience of many countries in which underground
ements existed we know that they were not dissolved within a brief
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span. It sometimes takes a year or two before an undergroqnd mo-ve:
ment is eradicated and absorbed into the regular army. Yet, in qzﬁ_lm
patience we are trying to dissolve an underground movement within a
few\gge}]:as;'e had, and will still have, much tr_ouble .from the elzr;ents
which were in the underground, but more Patlence is needed..... yomz
who assesses the situation since the Zionist Executlve. meetmf nﬂxsl,s
admit that the agreement reached there was a great achievemen d bie
a fact that throughout the ({ightingr ?at;;ers w?:t:n srlr;t;;):giil (g:;l ;nander
issi fought alongside us. e Jerusa
g:rseil?ol:;ﬁl theﬁ' valor ig certain battles. But J erusale.:m suﬁ';aredrtgrt;._iiﬂgé
from the failure of those organizations to l-)ecome.an integra paI boli e
Army. If we are encountering such behavmr: du:;r(llge dthe truce, I believ
ience and less impetuousness is n
that'I I:;: 1:011;) 2ltllzre the fear of this armed force, Histor:y h.as i:.aught us thf:it.
an armed minority need not be feared when the Fna_]orlty is 313(})1 a:me .
and more adequately...IZL suffered a defeat this weel‘:, apf lt; a n;fl.y
teach it a legson. The question is, how to prevent this rift eczm_t}%
wider and the bloodshed continuing? Wg do not a'lways ha\;e to ac w]; h
all the severity of the law....I do not think there is spch a .ar%e gaﬂ P
tween the various proposals, provided we do not act impulisively and try
i elf-restraint.... o )
t0 e\)]‘;er (;:gpise that the Council appoint a Commission of Inq%xllryrar:;i
that the arrests be reviewed. The Government says 1i'i f\:n gle:;se
amnesty, and I see no great difference betw._een an appeaI or re 2se
and amnesty. As long as there is no legal basis for arrests sslae nor -
son not to release the prisoners....If we ?ccqpt both proposals we ce}n
bring peace to our camp, something which is extremely nece?,s:.ry 1,5l
order to prepare for the major battle ahead. I_suggfest appoin mg) 2
smaller committee of two or three members, Yvhlch W}ll be requnrih X
for formulating a proposal. In my view, what is most important is tha

the Council of State reach a unanimous decision.. ’ljhat would be 1';he
greatest contribution of all to bringing us tranquillity and enhancing J

our young country's prestige, both internally and externally.

: sonists): i ish Agency brought ig
. ligne (General Zionists): Ever since the Jewis _ cht 3
gleBt;:l;;g:)ln of an agreement with 1ZL before us, and until the resolution j :

was adopted, I was in favor of the agreement, and remain so now.

...Those who objected to the agreement maintair'led that wh.er;{ t.}ée tlm:
was right the other side would violate its commitment. I th;ln 1f 4 waf;she
mistake on our part to postpone the _agre‘emen.ts for months il e; e 3
Jewish Agency had made the decision in principle. It enable ‘

dissident organizations to commit abominable crimes (murdering sol-

diers in their beds, bombing houses, hanging the serge?.nts, et;:.), ]
and...over time these organizations have become used to doing as they }

please....
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IZL did not begin its operations yesterday....Everyone knew that
these were being carried out in opposition to the future Government...the
Jewish Agency and the National Committee. The guestion was, since
these institutions could not force the dissident groups to stop these ac-
tions and accept their authority, what hope did a handful of Jews in Is-
rael have of enforcing law and order in the state they were demanding?
The enemy hoped that the dissidents would cause the downfall of the fu-
ture state....The tragic step which the Government was obliged to take
will prove to friends and foes alike that the Government is by no means
weak,...

Questions have been asked regarding the details of the agreement,
which took a long time to work out in the Jewish Ageney and the Na-
tional Committee....But without the postponement the agreement would
not have been reached....

The Government has two options. One is revenge, as was the case in
Russia, where, when members of the opposition were caught, there was
no recourse to the due process of law....The other option is to use the law
of the land to punish the dissidents....The Government has not proposed
complete amnesty...but people have been imprisoned and we must ask
the Government to grant them clemency.

I would like to ask my friends from Mizrahi...whether they are
fully aware of their responsibilities and whether they think that it is
necessary to take a step which could bring about the collapse of the Gov-
ernment, and consequently the state? For there is no difference here
between the Government and the state....For various reasons Members
of the Government have seen fit to resign in the past, thinking that by
doing so they would correct the situation. We all know that that is not the
way, and a resolution was adopted to the effect that resignations would

not be accepted. I suggest that we appeal to the Council Members not to
accept these resignations....

M. Wilner (Communists): ...Our duty today is not to evaluate the Pro-
visional Government's actions but rather to ascertain whether...there
is one Defense Force in Israel or different armies in various forms....I
am not prepared to go into the details of the questions Mr. Pinkas asked.
They do not alter the essence of the decision the Council must make,
namely, whether IZL is to be permitted or banned....If it is banned, the
logical conclusion...is that the acquisition of arms for it...is also

. banned. This is not merely a formal question, since there is...special
¢ validity to the agreement of all the members here that there should be
one Israeli Army....There is an additional problem here, however. I1ZL
& did not disband itself but declared that it would continue to exist in dif-
- ferent parts of the country as an independent military organiza-

.. tion,...The question—what are these arms for—may well be the crucial
& one.
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1t seems to me that at the moment the problerfl is notda} m1g‘1tary ‘1;‘;
volt, though there is no doubt that this was a step in that 1r1ec E}c;n....are
know that before non-democratic_ mov.ement:.s gain contro d ;‘Yocat-
very democratic, opposing capitalism, 1mper1”allsm, etc.ican :he -
ing a new type of democracy, a “ne\-;v ord.er. Now we nozv brue
character of that new order. If there is no mt'ent to carry out an au}ate
revolt, against the will of the majority, there is no reason to acc;ml:x tlat
arms....] am not prepared to justify every detail of every g;ef k }?atedoe);
every commander. I do not know exactly what bappened. w
not alter the central issue confronting the: Councll. of Stat%. ¢ achiove

The problem is that a certain group in the Yishuv d:l no act lf ove .
putsch simply because it did not have enoggh arms an isuppor blems'
...The Yishuv must solve its political, soclol.ogma.tl 'and class pro oo
in a democratie, political strugg}; gor public _o;;mon, winning pul

i anner each party finds appropriate. _ .
sup?:i?ﬁ:? Z;ee with those Council Member§ wh_o clal.m t:hat,tmt;r;
emergency there is no room for democracy....I Justxfy quecthil onow
acquisition of arms by IZL, not because democracy is ;{n'posm gwith
but precisely in the name of democracy.... The road to he lls pave it
good intentions. I do not know these peopl_e pe:rsonally, ‘ et us z_ist e
that at times their intentions are good, but 1.f this mattfer Jsdpen£1d e;‘ dto
follow its present course much more bl'ood will be shed in or E;:‘ ek A
democracy. I do not think that this issue concerns salely tde wor eﬁc
and the Histadrut, as many speakers have Jmpl.led. Every emocga e
Jew of every class should defend democracy and mdependencel, an :—,lhe
permit people to march on Tel Aviv, Jerusalem or anywhere else 1111 he
State of Israel. It is true that the Government...should be ctl'liﬁmze o
asserting its authority only internally ar.ld not extt.arnally. ope
there will be a political debate and that this “.’]11 be discussed. 2

A foreign power—America—is penetrating the- country 111;1.1 _erdour
very noses, and our sovereignty is be}ng_ unc‘lermmed. But t li oc;i
mean that the Government is relinqu1:sh1ng 1pternal sovereign yh
is not at all certain that that Power...will conmder' the IZL's .putsc as:
something counter to its objectives....Yesterday's ev_ent, 1tshrtf;:ep_
tion...its tone and its leader aroused un‘pleas.ant memories fm;1 t e] eXs
ish people. We must determine our basic pthy and act accor 11111g ¥- hs
soon as the Government asserts its authority externally as we1 afi lb
ternally one of the most important propaganda measures emp oyef thjé
the underground organization upon the youth and. various s.ectorslo ¢
Yishuv will vanish, and the underground organization w111dnf9 gnge:)f
be able to present itself in contrast to th'e Government as the de e:;l e;k !
the sovereignty of the state and the natlonr. The Governm.ent mui m ‘
no concessions where the State of Israel's external or internal sover

eignty is concerned.
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The Foreign Minister, M. Shertok: .. The phrase “a Jewish state” has
been a magical one for us for many years. But the emphasis has always
been on the second word, state. It is not enough that the entity we have
founded is Jewish. If it does not become a state it will neither exist nor be
Jewish. This state is still fighting for the right to be Jewish..,. Yet, if it
does not reach statehood in the process of this struggle...we will be de-
feated and fail to achieve our goals. When I listened to my dear and
honored friend, Rabbi Berlin, I realized that he is not concerned with the
issue of the state, He is still hovering above us in the abstract world of
dJewish unity and fraternity. Of course, all that is very desirable, but we
are fighting for the existence of the state, and if we are defeated every-
thing is lost....For me, the distinction between state and Government,
and the assertion that a government may be weak as long as the state it-
self is strong, is academic....How can a strong state exist on the foun-
dation of a weak government? What value does this Council have if the
laws we pass are not enforced, and a minority which disagrees with
something can resort to the use of force while we may not? What value
does this Council and this Government have?

The Provisional Government decided to accept the truce, and the
Council of State approved this. The arms shipment...would have consti-
tuted a breach of the truce. Let us assume that there is political justifica-
tion for violating the truce. Who is to determine that? Is it to be the Gov-
ernment...or will it submit to the dissident force in order to prevent an
increase in the number of casualties? Let us assume that the Arabs
would have treated that violation with benevolence and would not im-
mediately have opened fire on all fronts....We would not have been in-
different....Although the violation of the truce was important, it was not
the most significant element of this issue. What was more significant
was the violation of the state's sovereignty and authority....The truce
cannot be violated by anarchic behavior or by a partisan ac-
tion....Decisions of that kind must be made by authorized persons in
appropriate places. Therefore, the conclusion is not as Rabbi Berlin
suggested. These phenomena must not be met with selfrestraint. We are
not at the beginning of the road. An agreement was reached, and the
minority which objected to it must accept the verdict of the majority. It
was implemented to the extent that matters depended on us, but it was
still violated. The agreement stated that the acquisition of arms would
stop, but it did not. It also said that IZL's weapons would be handed over
to the Government, but they were not....Now unspecified sources inform
us that the person who calls himself the leader of IZL has abrogated the
agreement. IZL does not recognize the Government and is removing its

§ men from the IDF....This announcement was unnecessary since the

agreement was revoked when it was violated publicly....
As a member of the Government, I would like to say that the general

.: assumption that these issues were determined by a single Minister was
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insulting....A special cabinet meeting was called by the I‘Jll'luste;'1 Of;} De-
fense, and before that no action was taken....At the meetlng.t e Gov-
ernment decided what steps were to be taken. There. was a dlSCL‘lSS{On,
and a consensus was reached on policy lines and their m‘lplement:.atlon(i
The public was informed and action began. The on.er which was issue
derived from the Provisional Government's dEC".lSIOIl.... _ i
The next day the Government decided on a line of action regarding
the ship, and appropriate measures were taken. Mr. Wemste){l cin
make only a futile attempt to conceal irrefutable facts by r.esortl;lgtho
false propaganda. 1ZL's forces tried to capture a .sectmn 0 ) e
coast...then made a frenzied and irrational attempt to disarm mer}xll ers
of the Haganah in Tel Aviv. Firing began when f‘,here was no choice.
Mr. Weinstein forgot to tell us about that. Why did IZL ref.us:a to ft_ur(‘ll}?
over the ship and the weapons to the Goverm.nent'.f Was this justified?
How can a member of the Council of State justify this...? o
1 would like to tell my friends in Mizrahi, .who seem to }Je !wmg in
the past, that resigning from the Government is no't like resigning frol;'n
the Zionist Executive. The Jewish Agency's Executive c_01‘11d be upset by
resignations and the consequent disruption of the coalition muc}:]h more
easily than the Government's. There must bt_a a Governm'ent. The exis-
tence of the Zionist Executive is not imperatn‘re. There Vv:’l“ be no anar-
chy in this state. The Government will coytmu? to exist. I wafsfv}e:ry
upset at this step and did my best to prevent it. I w311 be very up'set i ht ey
insist on carrying out their decision...They will be harming them-
e than the Government. o
Selvﬁrﬁ%einst&in has claimed that this is “only” a Prowsmna] gov-
ernment. In relation to whom is it provisional? In relatlon to 1:.he public
which established it...? Does this not weaken ifhe Governmen-t s authoxl'-
ity? Should it make concessions in its soverelgnty because it 1slprov];-
sional? They told us that when the state was established they wou d.su -
mit to its authority. Now they say that there have been_no elections,
therefore they are not cbliged to obey the Governme.nt. I. will not ta;czlf}y
mind with trying to guess the excuses Mr. Welpstem wxl-l find for s
breaches of discipline after a government 1s gstabhshed by elec-
tions....I condemn this false patriotism. I would like to tell the. mem-
bers of Mr. Weinstein's faction that there can be no compromise be-
tween observing the law and violating it within the: lggal conte‘xt-of the
State of Israel. If there is any justification for our sitting h'e{'e, it is t.hat
we make laws through a process of deliberation and demswn-makm];g,
which is followed by obedience to those laws. Ang-(o'ne who fiemands the
right to participate in the deliberations and dec.:lswn-makmg and sub-
sequently assumes the freedom to tell others to violate these laws severs

himself from the legal context of the state. The choice is between re- ; :
nouncing or fulfilling our duty to ourselves. Our state will be based on

the fulfillment, not the denial, of duties.
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Y. Rubin (Hatzohar): The Foreign Minister has said that the estab-
lishment of the State of Israel requires us all to preserve it as a state in
general, and as a Jewish entity in particular. That has serious implica-
tions as far as the changes in our life are concerned. We have begun
adapting ourselves to the framework of public life, following the exam-
ple of other nations....

We all agree that the Government must have authority. A state has
no validity if its citizens do not obey its Government's authority. The
question is how to impose authority....Considering the brief term of our
Government's existence, I doubt whether the measures employed to im-
pose authority on a group of people who supposedly attempted to disobey it
were justified...I would really like to hear answers to the questions
which have been asked. Do any of the Council Members honestly believe
that it is possible, in the few weeks since the proclamation of our inde-
pendence, to acquire such a large amount of weapons? Did the Govern-
ment really not know that the ship had set sail...?

It has been said here that the clauses of the additional agreement
signed on June 1 obligated IZL to hand over its weapons and transfer its
men to the IDF. I would like to ask whether a transfer so recently initi-
ated can be completed in a day or two. Was there an attempt to delay its
implementation until the ship's arrival? Is there no significance in the
fact that on the eve of the ship's arrival the process of IZL's integration
into the IDF was delayed? Questions have been asked, but we have not
received any answers..,,

Is it not strange that a cache of weapons, whose future use was appar-
ently so clear, was sent to Kfar Vitkin? Does this not arouse the Mem-
bers' suspicions? Was this perhaps prearranged...? I repeat, was it not
possible to enforce the Government's authority by alternative measures,
before resorting to force...? Each of us here—and that is why we are
here-—recognizes the Government's authority and its fundamental
right to any arms reaching the country, but we believe that in the present
situation it is impossible to act solely according to the letter of the law....

If the Government managed to impose the surrender and disarming
of those who reached Kfar Vitkin, it could have done the same in Tel
Aviv...It is a basic error to think that a show of force indicates
strength. A true state, a strong Government, displays patience. It knows

f:fé how to forgive, with certain limitations, of course, but it ean also take

control when there is no alternative....This state cannot be treated like
any other. We are building it. Its citizens have yet to reach it. We are

. tied to world public opinion....What impression will be made if, in our
. first steps, one Jew treats another in this fashion?

Y. Kosoi (Mapam): Why don't you ask IZL that?

Y. Rubin (Hatzohar): I will....To what extent were all the options to pre-
- vent this disaster fully exhausted...? We are here not only to review one
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another's actions, but to discuss how to prevent ourselves from falling
into the abyss where our enemies would like to see us....

I would like to use this platform to appeal to the Government and the
Council Members to prevent matters from taking the ominous trend we
are currently witnessing....I propose that the Council resclve to stop all
actions whose intentions are similar to those of the operation on the Tel
Aviv coast.

B, Idelson (Mapai): It seems to me that during the past three days...we
have realized how ignorant we are as citizens of the burdens we carry.
We have experienced months...of war with several neighboring coun-
tries supported by foreign aid, while we had no weapons, no authority,
nor the necessary means with which to protect ourselves. Many of us are
still in mourning. Some families still do not know where their sons
are.

This event occurred at a time when we were to have a breathing
space, a few days in which to consider defense and our political Sitl:la—
tion. I was surprised to hear demands made here...for self-restraint
and loyalty....Where was your self-restraint? What did you do to influ-
ence that group and prevent the disaster in Tel Aviv and Kfar
Vitkin,..?

Some people have tried to blame the Provisional Govemment.....lf‘
those members realized the direction in which matters were deve]opm-g
and feared disaster, why did they not react...? How can you present this
issue with the Government on one side and IZL on the other? Can you not
see that a comparison of this kind is invalid? We are attempting to adopt
a state format, to form a Government which will act within the confines
of a constitution. We all hope that this constitution will be progressive,
and there will be no need for detentions and the use of arms. However,
you who demand loyalty, democracy and compassion from one
side...why did you not tell that group...that there is a ruling body which
must be obeyed, and that we all participate in the Council of State and
therefore share in the running of the country...?

Resigning from the Government is too great a luxury..l am sur-
prised at parties which have been in the Zionist Orgamzatlor_l for
decades and are part of this young Government, not because they iden-
tify with the perpetrators of the deed or approve of that group's refusal to
surrender, but because of their compassion and good intentions.... We
are at war, Our sons are serving in an army controlled by this Gov-
ernment. Qur sons in the Army need weapons. No one else...has any
right to possess weapons in this country. The Government is coqductmg
this war, and is responsible for our sons' lives....We must realize that
the Government was compelled to act as it did as a result of... the irre-
sponsible actions of others....
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N. Nir-Rafalkes (Mapam): ...I understood from the Chairman that the
Government was notified about the ship on Saturday....Why, then, was
the Council of State not convened on Sunday morning so that it could
authorize this action...?

Rabbi Berlin was right in saying that the state could not exist in this
manner. Mr. Warhaftig was also right in saying that whereas we
thought that during the truce there would be civil war among the Arabs,
in the meantime it is we who are experiencing internal conflicts....But
these complaints should be addressed to IZL....No party has spoken of
the cause of the matter....All we hear is Council Member Pinkas, who
has asked questions, as a good lawyer should. But there has been no
trial. First, what happened must be defined, not defended....The ques-
tion still remains, why were the weapons not turned over to the Govern-
ment...? Council Member Weinstein told us: “The ship and the
weapons belong to the people.” When the people's representatives came
to claim the weapons and the ship, they were denied them....The ship
brought five hundred tons of arms. I would like to know who they were
for, If they were for IZL then they were to be used against us, against the
same people Mr. Weinstein claims own them. I will not quote that
speech at length, but, like me, you have all read it: “I call on my
brethren in IZL not to open fire. I order you to bear arms....To each his
weapon, in Jerusalem, Tel Aviv, and anywhere else. But we will not
open fire. There will be no civil war while the enemy is at the gate,
However, if they raise a finger against anyone of us, their fate is
sealed.” Why are you not discussing this? Why are you directing your
complaints against the Government?

I do not always agree with the Government, especially on defense
issues...but at this point I will not draw any conclusions....At a time
when we are confronting the enemy we are told that it is impossible to
act solely according to the letter of the law.... What does this mean? The
existence of the IDF is a law. Does this mean that the IDF is the letter of
the law and IZL is the spirit of the law...? We are told that we must adapt
to the law. For decades we have been living under the rule of law. We
are a civilized nation, familiar with the essence of law. You have ap-
proved these laws as well....I do not understand why you participate in
this Council of State, which is supposed to exist in conjunction with the
Government, while defending those who violate the law....The viola-
tion of the truce and the retention of arms by IZL benefits the Arabs and
the British. If there is civil war, the Arabs and the British will gain.

That is why I consider those interested in a civil war among us as being
Arab and British agents....

A Commission of Inquiry is proposed and we are told: “Jews are

killing one another.” That is true. Murder is a very evil thing.. but if
women and children are killed at Dir Yassin—that is murder too. Why
did we not hear your voices then...? We must not revive the three years
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of the IZL episode, when all its operations, starting 'with the boml?lx?g };)f
the Refinery, benefited imperialism anq the British....What wil the
proposed Commission of Inquiry investlggte? The_ Government's ac-
tions in suppressing the revolt...? No civilized nation would accept a
f this kind....

demIa;li : man of compromise. I am prepared to accept the amnesty and
disregard the rest provided someone guarantees that the matter has
ended....Council Member Warhaftig assures us that they will tu::n the
weapons over to the IDF. If Begin had said that I wou]d'be certain the
promise would be kept. Although I believe Mr. Warhaftig, he does not
have the authority to keep that promise....We must not grant amr.lesty
irresponsibly. A special investigation is necessary to release t_he inno-
cent, but those who are guilty must be treated with all the severity of the
law.

A. Stop (General Zionists): ...The mere fact that.a few weeks aﬂ;e'r the
establishment of the Government and the Council we are attending a
sitting with this incident on the agenda is very upsetting... When this
Government was founded we hoped that it would be sul?ported by the en-
tire nation....Although still young, this Government is oulzs....The one
domain over which the Government has exclusive control is the A.rm.y
and its weapons... We do not think there can be any doubt that it is
essential that the Government retain that exclusive right....

We consider the event of yesterday a great disagtgr_...,We are not
convinced that the Government exhausted every pos-sﬂ:uhty {)f prevent-
ing bloodshed....We demand that measures be avoided which can be
interpreted as indicating the Government's weakness..:.We are in the
midst of a war and need a strong Government, and will therefore re-
frain from making proposals which may imply Governm.ental weak-
ness. We must aveid measures liable to cause s?ctlons of the
Yishuv...to go underground again....Therefore, we will support: the
Government's proposal to appoint a committee and put an end to this for
once and for all....We cannot fight both an external enemy anfl an in-
ternal underground movement....We must endf-zavor to 'mobl-hze all
our resources in order to create a climate conducive to'natlom\:'lde sup-
port for the Government. We must be prepared for the difficult situations

ahead....

The Minister of Immigration and Health, M. Shapira: I do not suffer
from the resignation syndrome. For thirteen years I have been, and
still am, a member of the Zionist Executive, and my felloxy-mefnberzs
will testify that I have never resigned. If T have reached this point...it
means that something quite unusual has happened. What we :f'eared a.n.d
tried to prevent all along has come to pass, We are on the b.rmk of civil
war. I admit that I am one of the initators of the agreement with I?L. Ido
not sympathize with that movement. I despise any form of dictator-
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ship....I invested efforts in bringing about this agreement for one rea-
son only: to rid us of this dangerous disease. I consider dissent to be a
very dangerous disease in the body of the Yishuv. I have felt all along,
and still do, that the only cure for this disease is leniency rather than
heavy-handedness. I fully believe that by personal contact we can over-
come hatred among brothers. I knew that I1Z1, was not an easy partner
for negotiation, being characterized by stubborness. Although I knew
this in advance, I chose that approach because I saw no viable alterna-
tive. The question is, were the events of the past few days inevitable? I
believe that the disaster could have been prevented. When the state was
established IZL announced that it would disband, with certain agreed
concessions....It is true that it failed the first test....But was the ap-
proach we adopted the only feasible one? I was unable to participate in
the first Government meeting to deliberate this issue. When I returned
from Jerusalem and discovered what had happened I gathered a few col-
leagues together and Rabbi Fishman discussed the situation with Ben-
Gurion....The result of this was an urgent Government meeting the fol-
lowing day....In order to prevent the disaster, we suggested a twenty-
four hour truce...but this was rejected,

...The simplest solution would have been to let the ship sail from our
shores...,

The Foreign Minister, M. Shextok: How do you know that it would have
sailed?

M. Bentov (Mapam): It ran aground on a sand bar and could not sail.

The Minister of Immigration and Health, J, Shapira: They claim that
they were prevented from sailing. That is a serious claim and should be
examined. The agreement did not entitle us to unload the ship by
force....Only someone who thinks that this was not the case can justify
what happened....I agree that IZL acted inappropriately, but it did not
intend to use those weapons against the Jewish Government and the
State of Israel. It is not insane. Consequently, it is a disaster that these
arms were lost. In the meantime there have also been arrests...which
have become a political issue. We did not imagine that there would be
detentions without a Government decision, especially since this matter
was discussed in a Government forum. We think that if detentions
were necessary, the issue should have been brought before the Govern.
ment for debate....At the Government meeting which was held at ap-
proximately the same time as the Council sitting we proposed releasing
the prisoners in order to calm matters, Only part of that proposal—that
immigrants and anyone caught unarmed be released—was ac-
cepted....] am sure that the recent events caused many members to fear
for the existence of the state, but order cannot always be achieved by
force....Illegal immigration was a violation of British law and
order..and we were very distressed when Jewish immigrants were
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shot and killed. I know that some people will say that there can be no
comparison between the two situations, but I think t%lere can....] am not
convinced that those arms were intended for use against the state....The
acquisition of arms is not enough. If we do not know h'ow and when to
use weapons, they could destroy the state that we are in the process of
ilding....

b Our gresignation is not intended to weaken the Government. We Te-
alize that the enemy is at our gate, and internal matters are not ge_ttmg
any easier either....Our resignation is intended to s!;ress. the gravity of
the situation...Now, after IZL's last statement, 1f-1t fails to s}cknowl-
edge the law, we will have to organize camps in which to keep its mem-
bers instead of mobilizing all our resources to fight our external ene-
mies....I think that it is the duty of the Council and j;he Govern.ment to
make every effort to prevent bloodshed and internecine war which may
annihilate the state in its infancy....I hope that a way will be founq to
bring peace to the Yishuv, so that we may strengthen ourselves against
those outside who hate us.

M. Grabowsky (Mapai): ...There is no gnarantee that had the G?vern-
ment given in yesterday IZL would not have taken the pext step; it was
counting on our not being bold enough to use force, while th(?y c!ared to
open fire. It was certain that the Government would relent this ’f,lme too.
What would Mr. Shapira and other Council Members have said had a
different group...acquired arms, brought them here and demanded to be
negotiated with...? We heard on the radio yesterday (and I heard‘ the
whole speech) that this Government is regarded as a group ?f traitors
who went to Rhodes to sell the people out. This constltut'es mcltemen.t t_o
an assault on the Government....Rathenau was assassinated for simi-
lar reasons. If our Government had not acted as it did, it would hax.re lost
its basis. I agree that that was one of the most critica} moments in our
existence as a Jewish state. An image of the destruction of the S'econd
Temple has haunted me the past few years. I read those ghas‘tly. episodes
and fry to discover why they destroyed themselves from within, Th?n,
too, there were warring groups and sects....We also have. a.sect which
regards itself as having a monopoly on b::)ourage and patriotism. As far
it is concerned everyone else is a traitor.

* lt.'..Is-Isgv zan you be?i{eve that this issue will resolve itself...? Who can
be sure that if the ship had withdrawn the weapons would have been re-
turned to the Jews? Who can promise that the weapons wc.)uld have been
given to us in a week or two? Why should they have been given to th.e I1ZL
battalions? Can we be sure that they would not have be-en used.l to dJ.ctate
certain conditions to us...? Loyalty...is determined in testm.g tu.nes,
not by legal or political means....Yesterday was a terrible testing time;
the Government passed the test and deserves our full support.
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I. Ben-Zvi (Mapai): .. We all regret what happened. Besieged
Jerusalem cannot have been encouraged by the incident. It occurred in
Tel Aviv but it could have happened in J erusalem, in which case...the
situation would have been much worse. The operation was carried out
decisively and competently. I doubt whether this would have been the
case in Jerusalem....The issue of the weapons is mentioned constantly,
but there is one simple fact which cannot be ignored. If those weapons
were intended for the benefit of the state and the war, they should have
been turned over to the Government immediately, but they were
not...There were negotiations. There were promises. But the erucial
fact remains that the weapons were not surrendered....If this body is to
be a genuine Council of State, it should reach a decision instead of argu-
ing....

The Government has proposed, most magnanimously...that we re-
lease the immigrants and those caught without arms and appoint a Min-
isterial Committee....I endorse this proposal because at the moment we
have defeated IZL and taught it a lesson. We have triumphed. At a dif-
ferent time and place matters could have turned out differently....Due
to the Government's forceful action it is now in a position to grant
amnesty....

I would like to tell Mizrahi...that I realize that a great effort was
made to resolve the I1ZL issue by means of an agreement with the Zionist
Executive and the institutions of the Yishuv. I favored the agreement,
though was not pleased with some of its clauses....I saw all the risks the
agreement entailed, but considered it a starting point. I do not think it
was a mistake. Now, however, the issue is no longer theoretical....A de-
bate was held and Mizrahi submitted its proposals, as is its right. There
was a decision, however, which must be upheld....You have many
friends in the Haganah. What will you say to them? You support this
State. You were among its founders. You have no right to re-
sign....Those responsible for the foundation of the state—and you share
that privilege—were aware of the underground and its dangers, includ-
ing the probability of a civil war. They realized, however, that the re-
sponsibility of the state and the Government are one....Consequently, I
propose that we refuse...to accept the resignations and demand that
Mizrahi occupy the positions it was assigned by the founders of the
state....This Council proclaimed the independence of the state and is

directly responsible for the existence of both the state and the Govern-
ment.

The Minister of Welfare, Rabbi Y. Levin: ... This is a terrible war be-
tween brothers for which there is no easy solution. It has been going on
for several years and has caused much anguish. Those who caused it
may have good intentions, but nonetheless their actions are unaccept-
able. I would like to support the proposal made by Mr. Warhaftig and
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i i deci-
others, namely...that the Council of State reach a unanimous
sion....’I second the proposal to appoint a subcomml.ttee to formul'ate.a
decision which will be accepted by the entire Council at tomorrow's sit-
ting,

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: I began my speech with th_e great
disaster which has befallen us. I continue with an even greater disaster,
the one which was averted yesterday. The disaster wl.ruc?l occurred can
be remedied. The Government's forceful actions limited the dam-
age...by preventing five thousand rifles and two hyndred and fifty I;l}il-
chine guns from reaching a terrorist gang. Had this no-t been done, he
terrorists would have been capable of destroying the Jewish state and the
ishuv's freedom....
e The Mizrahi representatives resigned from the- Government ‘today,
when their proposal to release all the people imprlgoned was rejected,
although it was decided that we would release. the innocent and _thos&;
caught without weapons....Despite their good mtent.m'ns, t}}e gctmn 0
Rabbi Fishman and Mr. Shapira has objective political significance,
implying identification with IZL...IZL itself was never very danger-
ous. A terrorist gang cannot endanger a healthy Yishuv and_ natmr_t.
Nevertheless, there was always the danger that it would acquire tacit
support, not because of its attitude to the Mandatory (_}overnment but
rather for internal reasons which have nothing to do with the overt ot?-
jectives of terror. If IZL had not known that such s.upport existed, it
would not have dared to act as it did. What Mizrahi did today, although
l-intentioned, reinforced 1ZL.... _
W(EIWe all mean well, therefore we will not judge e.ach other. History
will be our judge....Those who are so concerned with IZL should re-
assess their positions, considering the Yishuv, the state and' their
friends in the Government, and not dismissing them so hg_htly
....Rabbi Berlin claimed that war and defense affairs are determined
by a single person. He did not follow my opening speech cIose]_y. What_ é
said regarding the action against 1ZL was exactly tl_le. (?pp031te. I sai
that compromises and concessions...are my responsibility. I a;_)proved
them because the Zionist Executive had reached an agr'eelpent with IZI';
I considered this to be a dangerous mistake, but the- Zionist Executive's
decisions are binding upon us all, and must be 1mp1e:_nented....The
Zionist Executive felt that the agreement would avert the dlsast:,er known
as secession, and that we should help IZL memb_et:s repent if t}}ey. so
desired. I disagreed with this. But it was the decision of the majority,
respected it....
andVIVheeflpthe time came to take action against IZL I d.id not act on my
own, although I had the legal authority to do 50. Rea.lizmg the gravity of
the step, I did not want the question of authority to divert us fron:l the ac-
tual issue. I submitted the subject to the Government, which d.el_xberated
and reached a decision. I acted in accordance with that decision, and
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although I do not shrink from responsibility, I wanted to share the re-
sponsibility for ordering the Army to act. Representatives of the Army
participated in the Cabinet meeting....Questions were asked and a
unanimous decision was reached, upon which the Army acted....It
could have annihilated the gang, but it did not. Realizing that the goal
was to prevent the crime, not execute the people, the Army attacked in a
manner which forced IZL to surrender... I deny the allegation that peo-
ple were fired upon in the sea....On the contrary, people asked Palmah
members who were on the shore to help them. They did this, despite be-
ing fired upon by IZL, resulting in the deaths of two of them, and
although the ship could have exploded at any moment.

I refuse to subject myself to cross-examination by Begin or anyone
else....Mr. Weinstein wanted to know when the Government heard
about the ship. I was informed by a special messenger...on Saturday.
He told me that IZL had announced that a ship loaded with arms would
be arriving and that they needed assistance in unloading it. IZL was
told to turn the ship over to the Government, but refused to do so. That
was the subject discussed, Mr. Pinkas. There was no agreement that
IZL would be given part of the weapons for Jerusalem or anywhere else.
The Government insisted that the ship and the weapons be turned over to
it. IZL refused to do this....It was the Government's responsibility to use
any means to get hold of those arms. The Government is responsible for
the security of the country, and therefore cannot permit individuals to
POSSess arms....

Mr. Pinkas asked many questions in Begin's name, IZL's
“leader” may be a very important person, an ardent patriot, a great
fighter and a brilliant commander, and it may be a great honor to speak
in his name, but I do not owe him any answers, even if the questions are
asked by surrogates. I must relate to matters which concern the Council.
I neither heard nor read the IZL leader's speech. I am not interested in
what he has to say. As a Council Member, Mr. Pinkas was entitled to
ask certain questions. I will briefly answer those which concern the
subject under review.

There was an agreement, which was violated by IZL from the out-
set...stating that IZL's arms and military equipment would be turned
over unconditionally to the IDF...Even without a signed guarantee,
IZL would still have been obliged to turn its weapons over. It was the
Government's duty to seize them....

I agree that the Government need not always act according to the
letter of the law....We must sometimes overlook certain things in order
to combat danger to the security of the state. They sent unarmed men to
the IDF and we supplied them with arms....We did not ask them why
they had not turned over the arms in their possession. They were ab-
sorbed into the Army without undue difficulty. Nothing has happened
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during the last three weeks to justify th_t:a violation of their...obhgat}?on.
Why did they refuse to turn the armed ship over to the Governmeflt.....
Council Member Warhaftig asked why we fear an armed mmorlt}.r.
We are terrified, Mr. Warhaftig. I do not think that' I am more susceptcf-
ble to fear than anyone else in Israel, but I am terrlf.ied of an armed mi-
nority. Why is it armed? For ornament? Everything ha's a purpose.
Arms are used to kill people....It is distressing that manklnq manufac-
tures tools of destruction. What do other nations do? They impose re-
strictions on the possession of arms. People wh9 carry lethal weapons
are subject to strict discipline. They wear special uniforms. They]alt;e
placed in enclosed camps or barracks....They are compelled to salute
officers. Their freedom is restricted. Why is this done? So that e.lrmed
men will not do as they please with their weapons, and will be subjgct to
diseipline. Mr. Warhaftig asked why we feal: an armed mm(;lr-
ity....What is the armed minority for, whom does it represent and why
it need arms?
doesRabbi Berlin condemned bloodshed...We do not want bloodshefi.
When there is an armed minority bloodshed is likely to occur. 'It has, in
fact, shed Jewish blood in the past. Now it might shed non-Jewish blood,
which should not happen either. We must ask why they need five thou-
sand rifles. The rifles are not for the people, the Army or the state. What
are they for? To fight the Arabs? They received weapons from us for thgt
purpose. This Government and the Army have proved over the past six
months that we can withstand the Arabs....I will n?t say that we hax;e
not had our failures. There have been failures. Fa111:1res occur even in
armies which have existed for generations, in ancient and p.owerf_‘ul
countries. Our young Army defended us successfully. Be f.'alr.. Mis-
takes may be made. There may be elements in need of co:rec.:tmn in the
Army, but do not adopt that tone. Do not speak of the reign thStﬁg
guns.”...People who have never held a gun to defend the Yishuv shou
show more respect for those who, by using Sten guns, saved the Ylshu_v.
Show some respect, Mr. Weinstein! They have defended you, and will
continue to do so, even if that entails saerifices, They are prepared t_o
make those sacrifices. Why, then, did tho?se people refuse to turn their
the Army or the Government?
am’i‘}?ivselg:vernmeng is engaged in a bitter war, a.nd therefore needs
arms. Jews acquired arms. Not ordinary Jews. Paf,rlots and brave war-
riors. How can we avoid the question of why they did not h_amd over their
arms? Whether there is an agreement or not, we are fighting for our ex-
istence and they refused to turn their arms over to t}}e Army, to which
their comrades belong and to which they swore allegiance. There were
three IZL battalions in the Army. IZL members from these three battal-
jons deserted in order to prevent the Government and the Army from
having those arms. Why? Mr. Shapira cleverly suggested‘thgt we
should have let the loaded ship sail. Unfortunately Mr. Shapira is not
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the IZL leader and cannot make that decision. At Kfar Vitkin the ship
received the order to sail west...but instead sailed to Tel Aviv and in-
tentionally ran aground....Fortunately, this happened during a truce,
Imagine what would have happened during hostilities. In another week
the truce will end and our forces will be occupied all over the coun-
try...Imagine that while we were engaged in fighting the Arabs these
heroes would have brought in five thousand rifles for themselves.

Despite the small amount of arms they have at present, they are at-
tempting to dictate conditions, with the help of those who support them,
knowingly or unknowingly. One rifle is enough to kill people. We do
not want to have to go everywhere with bodyguards. I am ashamed of
bodyguards. I know that if someone wants to kill someone he will, de-
spite bodyguards....Five thousand rifles can kill the whole Yishuv.
Five thousand rifles were not needed unless they were to be used to de-
stroy the Yishuv. For fighting our enemies they received arms from us,

By denying IZL the armed ship we averted a terrible disaster. Never
was the burning of a ship so important in the defense of the Yishuv as
was the burning of the IZL ship....In my opinion, in this case even the
sovereignty of the state is not important, although it is more significant
than the truce. It is enough that Bevin, Nukrashi Pasha and other ene-
mies deny the sovereignty of the state, Why should IZL join them? Still,
I do not consider this the greatest danger. The greatest danger is the se-
rious damage done to our capability to defend ourselves against Arab
invasion. Imagine if...the ship had not been burnt and, instead of being
destroyed, the arms had been unloaded and transferred to IZL's ware-
houses. Imagine that I am just an ordinary person, not a member of the
Government. As an ordinary person I am sensible and I wonder what is
happening. There is a war on. IZL members are in the Army and si-
multaneously possess separate arms. What for? For fighting the Arahs?
For that they received weapons from the Government. The purpose is ob-
viously to continue internal terrorism and conduct pogroms against
those Jews who refuse to fund them. I am one of those who will not give
in to terrorism. My Government is incapable of protecting me and of
denying weapons to the terrorists. It is afraid to confiscate their arms. It
is actually surrendering to them. My conclusion is that I must prevent
terrorism myself. There are many like-minded people...of a brand that
does not give in to terrorism. What will they do? They will acquire
weapons. Why should IZL possess its own weapons while I, my sons and
my friends do not? We have been familiar with weapons for forty years,
and we know how to bring in ships. Even Bevin knows that. The Yishuv
is heterogeneous, therefore each individual will acquire arms and form
a private army.

I am a coward. I fear anyone who possesses illegal arms. Assum-
ing that I am not unique, we will have as many private armies and
agencies for acquiring arms as we do parties. Chaos! It will not be civil
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war. It will be the “brotherhood” IZL desires. I realize' that this is not
what Mr. Shapira wants, but that is what his proposals imply. There a_u-}s;-
people who had private weapons. There was a tlm_e when lo‘cal Jewis
forces were private. There was no National Comr‘mttee, Je_msh A%;ncy
or any other organization responsible for protecting thfa Yishuv, . ere
were “private initiatives,” comprising young boys, pioneer wor Ersé
who took it upon themselves to defend the S.hshuv. They 'dld not protec
.worker's farms, for there were no such things at the time. They pro-
tected the “bourgeoisie,” as they were called thefl. Ro_chevsky at Sejera
was a “bourgeois.” I protected his property. Ezgklel ler.mov, V...vho v;‘ras a
Zionist worker, like myself, was prepared to _dle, and did so, in de ense
of his employer's two mules. His comrades did the same. _It was anh1_n-
dividual initiative, No public institution was responsible for t 13.
When the general defense organization, Hashomer, was founde? )
guards turned their weapons over to the community and accepted its
authority. Now there is a state, which pl:otects tht_a people. _ at
Do you assume that if IZL organizes a private army with private
arms, it will be the only organization to do so? The regime you recom-
mend means civil war and the establishment of two sep.arate armli;t.’
The primary result will be to wreck the war effort. Soldiers canhﬁg
alongside one another only if they feel equal and know that eac honle
would give his life for the other. Soldiers must protect one an;)lifdgrs
lives. They cannot fight side by side if one of t:.hem has a private, idden
weapon in addition to the weapons they receive from .the'army: P::wat.e
arms possessed by IZL or any other terrorist organization will inevi-
lit our Army.... .
tabl')I{‘h? wtar is not yit over. There is a truce, but we do not decide how
long it will last. It can end tomorrow....Hc_)w can we cqnduct a w(ailr
when there is no central authority, the army is not united, its soldlers' g
not share the same arms, and any terrorist gang can act as the IZL .d%d.
It invited journalists prior to the ship's arrival in Tel Aviv to pubh}nl:.lz}e:
its act of heroism and condemn and disgrace t.hlS Qovernmer;t, whic
wanted those arms for the state, Can we fight in this manner? Tomor-
row the war may be renewed. We will all neeq those Palmah membirs
whom you scorn, Mr. Pinkas and Mr. Weinstein. We must all prayhor
a unified Army. It alone will be able to protect us._The war effort has
been endangered. The IZL ship could have undermined our war effort.
That had to be prevented. I believe that the fate of the armed ship was l?u}ll'
salvation. 1ZL is responsible for the disaster. The Govgrnment, whigc
was not led astray by misplaced compassion, is responsible for our sal-
vation. Rabbi Berlin's compassion...could cause more blood-
shed....Those who can foresee the future must prevent disasters....
We are not seeking revenge. If the matter were over, we.would for-
get it. I am prepared to forgive and forget if 1ZL ?bandons its current
policies...turning over its arms and military equipment to the Army
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and registering for the draft like everyone else. Signing a scrap of pa-
per is not enough. This Government will not sign agreements with
anyone, The law of the state is binding on all citizens,

A great deal depends on those of you who have good intentions. You
must stop helping those people, and demand...that everybody work to-
gether for the defense of the Jewish people....Only if they refrain from
actions of this kind can we forget the past. Revenge is unnecessary, We
have enough external enemies... That is what the Government has in-
sisted upon,

If the Government...had exercised self-restraint and had not acted
as it did, it would have destroyed the war effort and the state. It was
preferable that the ship be burnt than that private arms be supplied to the
dissidents. I am aware of the value of both the ship and the five thousand
rifles, but it is better that the ship was burnt and the arms destroyed than
that they reached their destination. The arms could have benefited the
Government, 1ZL refused to turn them over, therefore it is better that they
were either sunk or burnt. Blessed be the cannon that blasted that ship.
Obviously, it would have been preferable to avoid the use of arms en-
tirely and have the ship delivered intact. However, in view of the fact
that this was not done, the best thing was to sink it.

Some people have claimed that the Provisional Government did not
have the authority to do what it did. True, this Government is provi-
sional. I hope that we are victorious soon, so that we may organize elec-
tions and you will be able to replace it. I am not impressed by Mr.
Weinstein's piety on the subject of elections... Nonetheless, it is this
Government's brief existence which will determine the future of the
Jewish nation for decades, possibly centuries. These few months will
determine our fate. If we can cooperate under a single authority and a
unified Army, at least for the duration of the war, we will bring salva-
tion to Israel for many generations to come, It is necessary, therefore,
that the entire Counecil unite in support of the Government's struggle
against the dissidents, and give its full approval to the action which pre-
vented disaster. The Council must reinforce the Government's aspira-
tion to ensure one Army, one discipline and one autherity. If that is
achieved we will forgive the dissidents and forget their past sins.

These are the Government's proposals to the Council of State, in
contrast to those of Mr. Weinstein and Mr. Warhaftig,

(Mr. Weinstein's and Mr. Warhaftig's proposal to appoint a Com-
mission of Inquiry was rejected. The resolution to consider the Gov-
ernment's proposal to approve the Government's action and appoint a
Ministerial Committee at the next sitting was adopted.)
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Altalena Inci den Conclusion and Vote%inancé}e;s 'li‘:egz}rg]hing deserters, dissidents and persons undermining
. t"—. . e authority of the state,”
n erusalem o
The Sltuatl() ind u the Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: I would like to consult the Minis-
er of Justice. The issue is clear concerning deserters, but is there any

i -
. egal significance to the term “dissidents™ Is a court of law able to de-
Introduction Ine a dissident?

Intensive consultations between the partners in the coalition durifhe Minister of Justice, P. Rosenblueth: I believe so. The term has be-
the night between June 23 and 24 resulted in the tacit withdrawal of tome recognized in this country.
resignations of the Ministers representing the National Religious pa
ties as well as in an agreement to establish a committee which wou
ensure the unity of the armed forces and their command, and would

_ Warhaftig“ (Mizrachi): We heard about the composition of the Minis-
:;;ilal C;mmlétee yesterday. I propose expanding the Committee by
: unity mea ¢ 1 . dding three Council Members. The Committee will then consist of si
entitled to f'orgwt'a past sins” once the 1mp1ementat10n_ of these prin lembers, three appointed by the Provisional Government and three SEX
ples had been attained. The vote on the relevant resolution was largely . Council of State. I propose appointing Rabbi M. Berlin, Rabbi Iy
formality, and the debate apparently procedural, but is reproduced hego; .y oo and Mr. B. Repetor...Had the Council of State not been
because of its political implications. onvened now, I would have un.élu isi
PR ) erstoed the Provisional Government
Subsequently,l a debate was held on‘the situation in Jerusa]en}, Yeing satisfied with a Committee of its own, However, since the Council
was the first one in which all the Council Members who had been in :

F State was in session when the Committee was appei i i
_ : ‘ ng : pointed, it seems il-
city during the siege were able to participate. gical to continue with the subjects on the agenda without enabling the

ouncil to be represented on the Committee. I request that the vote on my

.. . . . roposal precede the other vot. 3
Sitting 6 of the Provisional Council of State o OUher votes
. We¥nste‘m (Hatzohar): I would like to know what the Committee's
24 June 1948 (17 Sivan 57%“'?}10”@ will be. I would like a clear and explicit answer.
JNF Building, Tel As

e Prime Minister, D, Ben-Gurion: The functions of the Committee

e two-fold. Its first goal is to guarantee the existence of an authority in
The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: We now proceed to the conclusi is state which controls a unified army, ie., to ensure that the fmi'th

of the vote on the subject we discussed in the special sitting held yestfayge of the Military Ordinance is upheld and that there is equality in

day evening. After that we will continue with the agenda, to which i, rights and duties of every recruit. Once the first function is imple-
topic of Jerusalem has been added. '

Two proposals were presented to the Council vesterday evening.
of them was rejected, the other was deferred ill today. It reads as
lows: 1. The Council approves of the Government's actions designedf .
prevent IZL from bringing illegal arms into the state. This attemptfabbi M. Berlin (Mizrachi): Will the Committee deal with matters
smuggle in arms constituted a base assault on the sovereignty of 1ch'occurre(.1 in the past? Will it have the authority to demand the
state and a violation of the written undertaking made by that organi "aterlal required for its investigation from Ministers, officials and
tion on 1 June 1948. The Council agrees to establish a Ministerial Colerks?
mittee to ensure a unified army and command as well as equality in  Cohen (Wizo): 7 . :
right§ and duties of _every recruit: Once th.ese goals are attained elude a St(eventh) I;e:;:gegog;gg:e fdzsl:gnl_)e expanded, I propose that we
practice, past crimes in this area will be forgiven. . ..

Another proposal was made by Mr. Lurie. But if the Governmdh® 'Prlme Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: Some additions to the Govern-
proposal is accepted, Mr. Lurie agrees to submit his as material for Qent's proposal have been suggested. The first is an additional clause
Ministerial Committee. id the second is an amendment to the clause regarding the composi-

on of the Committee. One d i
Z. Lurie (Mapam): I have an amendment for this proposal. I would 1§ amendment proposes adding three more

to add: “The State of Israel will act in accordance with its laws and §
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members to the Committee, the other proposes adding four, in which case
the Committee would include a woman.

B. Weinstein (Hatzohar): I suggest that we split the proposal into two
parts, the first being a vote of confidence and the second a roll-call vote.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: This subject does not call for a
vote of confidence in the Government! I do not think that the Govern-
ment will object to a roll-call vote.

Z. Warhaftig (Mizrachi): I suggest that we vote on the proposal clause by
clause rather than holding one general vote,

The Prime Minister, D, Ben-Gurion: That is obvious. First I will put the
amendments to the vote. Then we will vote on the additions to the second
clause. Then we will vote on the proposal. If the proposal to appoint addi-
tional members to the Commitiee is adopted the number and names of
the additional members will have to be decided....

The Minister of Agriculture, A. Zisling: I do not believe that the Gov-
ernment’s proposal can be divided up. Either it can be voted on as an
integral proposal or we can vote on the various proposals. That way ad-
ditions can be made and the vote taken afterwards.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: If we follow the procedure I have
proposed the vote will not be divided up but will pertain to an amendment
regarding the composition rather than the function of the Committee.
The Government appointed a Committee and the Council submitted a
proposal to add its own members to it. This amendment does not contra-
dict the Government's proposal. Whether it is adopted or not, it in no
way alters the character of the Government's proposal.

A, Katznelson (Mapai): I understood Mr. Zisling's suggestion differ-
ently. I believe he wanted us to vote on the amendment as a separate
item,

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: When we get to that we will have
to check the Council regulations and decide accordingly.

The Minister of Agriculture, A. Zisling: If we are voting on an
amendment, I would like to vote first on an amendment regarding con-
tent, Accordingly, there should be a preliminary vote on Mr. Lurie's
proposal. The Committee will have to act in accordance with the content
of that proposal.

The Foreign Minister, M. Shertok: It seems to me that the Chairman
has two options open to him. One is to break the proposal down, so that
Mr, Lurie's proposal appears as an amendment rather than an addi-
tion. Thus, we will vote on the first part, then on the second part, and
after that on Mr. Lurie's proposal, each item being adopted or rejected.
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Only if the proposal is voted on in full can Mr. Lurie's suggestion be
voted on as an amendment prior to the proposal.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: The Minister of Justice has just
shown me the clause in the Council regulations which states: “The
Chairman shall determine the voting order.”

M. Shatiner (Mapai): Does the Government agree to Mr. Warhaftig's
proposal?

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: The Government has not dis-
cussed the matter, and I cannot speak for it.

The Vote
Those in favor of appointing Council Members to the
Committee 17
Those against 5
(The amendment is adopted.)
Those in favor of adding three Members 9
Those in favor of adding four Members 12

(It is decided that four Council Members shall be appointed.)

Rabbi M. Berlin (Mizrachi): If we are permitted to propose additions to

1:11& Committee, I would like to suggest one more, bringing the total to
ive.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: It cannot be changed after the vote
has been held. The number we decided on was four.

Rabbi M. Berlin (Mizrachi): In that case I would like to ask whether
someone may yield his seat to someone else later on?

The .Primtla Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: We have not yet reached the stage
of discussing names. I will now put the second amendment—Mr,
Lurie's—to a vote.

L Ben-Zvi (Mapai): Would the state be acting in accordance with its
laws without. this amendment?

"I‘he Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: One could say that since the issue
is self-evident, there is no need to vote on it.

The Minister of Health and Immigration, M. Shapira: I suggest that we
do not vote on subjects which are self-evident.

The Minister of Agriculture, A. Zisling: If there was no need to deal
with self-evident subjects we would have nothing to diseuss in this
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Council. It is obvious that there is a central authority in the Sta-te of I.S'
rael which is responsible for every military action and defense issue in
the country, Therefore, the first two clauses, as well as the Commltlt;ee
and the investigation, are unnecessary. If people want to e]ect. am?t er
committee to investigate matters, it must be understoc?d that this will be
restricted to an investigation governed by the laws w}.nch apply to all the
citizens of the State of Israel. All laws are self'-lewdent, .yef, th_ey are
passed nonetheless. There is a passage elucidating the 13n‘utatmns of
the Committee within the constitutional framework. T_he citizens of the
State of Israel must be made to understand that breaking the law of the

land will not be tolerated.

The Minister of Health and Immigration, M. Shapira:‘ Minister Zis-
ling's suggestion appears to be superfluous. The Committee V\_rash ap-
pointed to perform certain defined functions. I assume that we will have
a basic military code which will include clauses on desertion. Other-
wise, desertion may become widespread in the Army. BuF why rr}ust. we
rehash this issue just now? Surely it will be in our basic constitution.
How will this proposal benefit us? In my opinion, it is superfluous. It is
better to leave basic constitutional matters to legislators. Qur laws
should not be passed in this fashion. The subject l}as beep brought l}efore
the Council, which will have an opportunity to discuss it, but not in the
way Minister Zisling has proposed.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: Since clause 3 (Mr. Lurit_a's pro-
posed amendment) is self-evident, it is proposed that we remove it from
the agenda.

The Vote
Those in favor of removing Mr. Lurie's amendment
from the agenda 19
Those against 8

(The proposal is adopted.)

Those in favor of the first section of the Government's

proposal 24
Those against 4
{The proposal is adopted.)

Those in favor of the second section of the

Government's proposal 22
Those against 8

{The proposal is adopted.)
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The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: The following Council Members
have been nominated for the Committee: Rabbi M. Berlin, Rabbi M.
Levin, B. Repetor and B, Idelson.

Rabbi M. Berlin (Mizrachi): I would like my name removed from the
list. I believe that the idea of the Committee was considered in advance
with the intention of including some members rather than others. I have
no animosity towards Mrs. Idelson and the circles she represents,
heaven forfend, and am willing to sit with her on this Committee. How-
ever, I believe that there is no need for the number of members on the
Committee to exceed six. It was on that premise that I abstained from the
previous vote. If the number of Council Members had not been part of the
last vote I would not have abstained, as I am in favor of the first part of
the proposal. However, as the number seven was accepted, I opposed it.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: We will respect your wishes. I
would like to say, however, that the Committee as a body will not be in-
volved in decision-making. It will only investigate, summarize and
submit proposals. I am surprised that Rabbi Berlin has declined to par-
ticipate in the Committee solely because the Council rejected his views
on the number of members. There are now three nominees. We can
nominate either one more or a fifth.

The Foreign Minister, M. Shertok: I nominate Minister Moshe
Shapira.

A. Stop (General Zionists): I repret the fact that Rabbi Berlin has de-
clined the nomination. I would like to nominate Rabbi Fishman,

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: Rabbi Fishman is absent. T there-
fore propose that the nomination be withdrawn.

A. Stop (General Zionists): T withdraw my nomination.

(The proposal to add four Council Members—B. Idelson, Rabbi I.

Levin, B. Repetor and M. Shapira—to the Ministerial Committee is
adopted.)

D. Pinkas (Mizrachi): I would like to make a statement. When, with
other members, I participated on behalf of the National Committee in
negotiations with the leaders of IZL regarding the well-known agree-
ment, the position of the other members was that there should be no Jew-
ish underground under Jewish rule, In my view, this constituted the ba-
sis of the agreement. It is quite clear to me that the Government's
sovereignty over weapons must be absolute and complete, and that no
individual may use weapons which are not authorized by it. However, I
was unable to approve of the Government's actions regarding the ship.
When the Prime Minister and Minister of Defense failed to answer my
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questions on certain important points, leaving doub-ts in my m'ind as to
the justice of the Government's actions, I voted against approving those
actions.

The Minister of Agriculture, A. Zisling: I would like to make a stgte-
ment. As a Minister and representative of my party on the Council, I
abstained from voting on the proposal submitted here. We were pre;_)ared
to support the Government's proposal in toto, whethe:: we were satisfied
with its formulation or not. But that proposal was dismembered today
when it was submitted clause by clause rathep than as a general Gov-
ernment proposal. We opposed the text of the second section frorp tl}e ?ut-
set, and this has been reinforced by the sequence of events at thlS. sitting.

Neither my party ner I have any reservations abo.ut the appointment
of Council Members to committees, We demanded this not f)nl:,.r oh ques-
tions of policy, but also on other topics on the agenda. This tlme‘, 'how-
ever, there was a special significance to the request for additional
Committee members. The same people who abstained from the vote on
the first clause voted on the second one, which determined the Gover-n-
ment's freedom to act and appointed additional members to th.e Commit-
tee. Questions concerning the composition of the? Committee were
raised, as if the intention was to check its orientation. When the pro-
posal was broken up into separate clauses, althoug!l my party ba.d w1th.-
drawn its proposal at the start of the debate, agreeing to havg it investi-
gated at a later date, we tried to amend it with a brief p.hrase intended to
elucidate the subject. But we were told that this was ewdent:, from the ac-
tual proposal. The same members who were satisfied v.mth the term
“self-evident” regarding the first clause (and who abstained f‘{-om the
vote), demand a clear interpretation of the second one (regarding con-
cessions) and are dissatisfied with the term “self-evident.” We feel that
this gives rise to doubts as to awareness of the danger Posed by f‘o.rces
which break their word and threaten the integrity, security and basis of
our state. - ]

Although we did not vote against the proposal,' we ha\'re no mtenthn
of supporting the adoption of this part of it, and will continue t? fight in
the Government and the Council of State to impose the authorfty of the
state on any group intending to destroy or violate it by attempting to or-
ganize as an independent force....

Z. Warhaftig (Mizrachi): Let us return to the agenda. As we are about to
conclude one section of the agenda, I would like to request a short recess
so that I may prepare a statement on behalf of my party....

(The sitting is recessed for ten minutes.)

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: We will devote one l_mur to the sub-
ject of Jerusalem, and the remaining time to the other topics.
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I. Ben-Zvi (Mapai): I did not request that Jerusalem be discussed in
order to furnish you with information, since this has already been sup-
plied. What I would like to do is present some conclusions and offer
concrete suggestions.

First of all, I would like to note the heroism of the struggle for
dJerusalem, the Yishuv and the whole country; this was displayed not
only in and around J erusalem, but on every front. I will not comment
on the heroism which saved Jerusalem from great danger. As you
know, Jerusalem was the most forward position and, though badly hit,
suffered in silence and held on heroically. The hercism elsewhere may
be less well known. Suffice it to say that of those who fell, 20 percent were
in Jerusalem, while 80 percent were elsewhere.,

There is, however, not only the danger of an attack like the one
Jerusalem experienced, without sufficient military support and sup-
plies. There is also the danger of economic ruin. We are already facing
economic collapse. Commerce, industry and labor are breaking down.
It is enough to walk through the streets of Jerusalem during the truce...to
see how ravaged they are. It is enough to visit some of the neighborhoods
to feel the desolation of the city. Though one sees people in the streets, ev-
erything is silent.

I am sorry to point out that there has been very little communication,
coordination or consultation between the defense forces and the publie.
If we examine the general enlistment for full or partial service, for ex-
ample, the story of the numerous evasions of military service in
Jerusalem is proved to be exaggerated. There were some cases, it is true,
but they were few and did not constitute a serious problem. Mobilization
in Jerusalem did not correspond with training facilities, nor with the
weapons and supplies available. There was an immense waste of time
and manpower even at the recruitment stage,

These facts bear witness to the lack of coordination, consultation
and communication between the military leadership and the represen-
tatives of the public. I protest against this vehemently. Moreover, orders
were given by the military command without any consultation with or
authorization by the Civil Government, especially with regard to the re-
cruitment of teachers and students....As a result, the upper grades of
schools were closed for no good reason. There are fourteen thousand
schoolchildren in Jerusalem, and because teachers were drafted the
lower grades were also closed needlessly. The tenth and eleventh
grades still remain closed. The National Committee, which is respon-
sible for education, ordered the resumption of studies, but since the
orders releasing teachers, as well as students over sixteen, from active
duty has not yet been put into effect, there are no regular studies in the
schools,

The interruption of studies should have been undertaken in consul-
tation with the public, but this was not done, There are no bounds to mili-
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tary authority. I do not oppose this in times of war, when.w.ider powers
are imperative. But certain things should remain under civil autho_rlty,
especially in the economic sphere. Such issues should be decided
through consultation, but this did not exist. -

Some mention has been made of the painful spectacle of plunder in
the Jerusalem neighborhoods which our soldiers miracu}ouslly cap-
tured. This scourge has not ceased, and has caused demoralization. .For
a long time no one spoke of it, but it is a well-known fact. Demoraliza-
tion has gripped both the community and the Army. It began as a resu}t
of the actions of IZL but also spread to more “respectable” peoPle. This
must be stopped. I know that the appropriate orders have been.gwen, but
they have not been implemented because the necessary execut:v'e powers
do not exist. I draw this to the attention of the Council and the Minister of
Defense. ) .

There has been a demand for a public committee of inquiry to exam-
ine the dreadful events which occurred in Jerusalem. There may have
been internal committees of inquiry, but it must be realized that thfa pub-
lic is also deeply concerned about the matter. The_ populatmr:n qf
Jerusalem is still upset about the 110 victims of the Sheikh J arr_‘ah inci-
dent, when the convoy to the University and Hadassah Hospital was
ambushed, This requires serious investigation. Moreovc?r, the.popu]a-
tion is in daily contact with the refugees from the Old City. This wl_mle
affair and the circumstances leading up to it, namely, whether flight
was necessary or not, is not only a military issue. Maybe there shou'ld
first have been consultations, followed by an inquiry. No such commit-
tee was appointed, however, despite the fact that the members of the Na-
tional Committee—who are members of this Council—asked the Gva-
ernment and the Prime Minister to do so. It is our duty to determm-e
whether the failure in the Old City was objectively justified or not, and if
not, we must examine the circumstances in order to lef;11:n from them.
The subject of Jerusalem is not yet closed. We must anticipate a fiercer

uggle and greater dangers once the truce is over.

i Ig%vill notg:peak heregof military matters. Suffice it to say tha!: the
limits of the authority of the Military Government must be determined.
I do not know whether there is a state of emergency in Jerusalem or not.
Nobody knows that. If there is, the local military command mus-t also
include a civil division, as is general practice in other countrles: If
there is no state of emergency, however, that organ must have a co_nstltu-
tional basis. We should not have to face the internal fragmentatloq re-
sulting from a lack of defined limits to military authority. It has given
rise to feelings that we are not adequately prepared. for the dangers
ahead, and this has a bad influence on both the public and the Army.
This must come to an end. There are only ten or twelve days of the truce
left.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion; If that.
180

L Ben-Zvi (Mapai): This cannot be delayed. I ask the Council and the
Government to adopt a regulation determining the limits of military
and civil government, thereby putting an end to phenomena of the sort

we have recently witnessed. A new type of order must be established in
Jerusalem without delay.

Rabbi M. Bexlin (Jerusalem): I am afraid that the fate of J erusalem in
this Council will be like that of the Hebrew language at the Zionist
Congress, that is to say, it is allocated a brief hour, after which it does not
regain the position it deserves....I cannot make do with five minutes, I
will try to be brief, but I will say whatever I find necessary.

I accuse the entire Government that during the five weeks since we
proclaimed our statehood not one Minister has come to Jerusalem to see
what is happening there. No one believes all those stories about there be-
ing no airplanes and no other way of reaching the city, because, thank
God, there were airplanes with supplies which reached us....But not one
Minister made his way to Jerusalem throughout those five weeks. It was
not even considered necessary to make an airplane available to a resi-
dent of Jerusalem so that the city's message could be conveyed directly,
And so, for five weeks there was no contact by either letter or telegram.
After a radio connection was finally established and many questions
asked, the only answer we received was: “The enemy is probably listen-
ing.” There was no connection, and no one can be blamed for that, but
why did nobody come? I make this accusation not on behalf of myself but
on behalf of the thousands of people in Jerusalem.

No one knew, or knows to this day, which institution is entitled to
express an opinion on the subject of Jerusalem in the political sphere.
Six institutions are contending with one another; 1. the Municipality—
a legal body; 2. the Community Council—a legal body; 3. the Jerusalem
Council—which thinks that it deals with political issues, whether by
order or not I do not know; 4. the Executive Committee of the Jewish
Agency, which regards itself as the legal body, since two or three of its
members have lived in Jerusalem...; 5. a remnant of the National
Committee, i.e., 10 of its members who were caught in Jerusalem; 6. a
Government representative, i.e., one of the Ministers who happened to
be in Jerusalem....These are the institutions, not one of which knows
what to do in Jerusalem.

The status of Jerusalem is still not clear. On this issue I would like
to say that I feel that a great mistake is being made. We have estab-
lished a Jewish state—and I believe that this is one of the happiest and
most successful events in our lives. Although we know that the resolu-
tion of November 29 has already lost much of its vitality (not officially,
perhaps, but certainly compared with the spirit of Lake Success), we put
our trust in that fateful resolution and proclaimed a Jewish state, How-
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ever, we have not yet established a political executive for international
Jerusalem. . o

Let no one suspect that I belittle Jerusalem's sanctity and its right to
be our capital, but I am convinced that at presgnt we cannot rule
Jerusalem. People are already speaking of one section being under our
authority and another under a different one. This no longer sounds like
the division between Arabs and Jews that was once spoken of, and seems
to indicate allotting one section to Abdullah and the other to the Jews.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: I am bound by .the lregu]ations,
and your time is up. I can only asgk the Council whether it will allow you

to continue your speech.

M. Shattner (Mapai); I move that we do not limit Rabbi Berlin to the offi-
cial time allotted for speeches.

B. Repetor (Mapam): I move that we add to the time allo.tted for speeches
by members from Jerusalem, though not by other Council Mempers.

{(Members from Jerusalem were granted an extra five minutes of
speaking time.)

Rabbi M. Berlin (Jerusalem}): I thank all the Council Members for their
help. What I must say here grieves me, and I am already forced by the
time limit to speak too quickly.

Another misfortune afflicting Jerusalem is the panic to leave the
city. People are already drawing parallels with Safed. Some even say
that if it were permissible to leave the city today scarcely ten mdl'wdu-
als would remain. I am not such a pessimist, but it is no exaggeration to
say that 50 percent of Jerusalem's inhabitants would leave. .The Gov-
ernment can do something to relieve this problem. Many officials of the
National Institutions are being moved from Jerusalem. I believe that
the number of these transfers should be reduced. Moreover, if (_)f:ficials
are to be moved, efforts should be made to ensure that their famzhe_as re-
main....They are no better than other people. If they remain in
Jerusalem it will not be emptied out with every day and every pus. "I‘heye
will be plenty of time for them to move to Tel Aviv whep the ‘51tuat10n in
Jerusalem is quiet and less fraught than it is now. It is estimated that
between 15,000 and 20,000 people have left Jerusalem. This may be an
exaggeration, but it is bad encugh to know that such rumors exist. .

...When an official leaves, the entire neighborhood says: he is an
official, he must know why he is leaving; it is a sign that there must be
some danger. Officials are regarded as being close to the Government.
Not only officials have erred in this respect, the highest echelons of gov-
ernment have done so too.

Spirits in Jerusalem are low. Someone asked me: “V_Vh;y are thfi peo-
ple of Tel Aviv so brave? After a bombing raid they sit in cafes.‘ T_he
man who asked me that is not so simple-minded that he cannot distin-
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guish between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem. Apart from the unique mental-
ity of many people in Jerusalem, there is another difference: these peo-
ple are without food, fuel, water, electricity, candles, radio and newspa-
pers. They lack contact with the world, There is still no regular postal
service in Jerusalem. I do not understand why this cannot be arranged.
We still have not succeeded in ensuring that telegrams arrive on time
instead of after a delay of two weeks. I do not understand why this can-
not be corrected. In addition, people are hungry. Gentlemen, I am nei-
ther poor nor greedy, yet even I was hungry. Obviously, it is at least as
bad for the poorer classes. Bread and water were available in only lim-
ited amounts, and the water had to be fetched by the women, whether sick

or pregnant. One had to wait in queues for commodities while shells
whistled overhead,

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: The Council has already heard
all this many times. There has been a decision according to which I
must now interrupt the speaker, unless the Council revokes this.

(It is decided that speeches made by Members from Jerusalem
should not be limited in time.)

Rabbi M. Berlin (Jerusalem): I have not had the opportunity of speaking
about Jerusalem for six weeks. Whether you have heard what I have to
say or not, may you have the strength to listen once more, and not forget
Jerusalem.

The situation in Jerusalem differs from that in other places in the
country in yet another sphere. Food is scarce there. History has taught
us what this means. Some people have experienced this in the past. As a
result, there is fear and anxiety....Jerusalem is blessed by being sur-
rounded by high mountains, but in seme ways that is a curse. There is
shooting from the mountains, from all sides, at any hour. No one knows
where and when he is safe....

I would like to tell the Minister of Defense that I appreciate what was
done on the road to Jerusalem—the battles and the opening of the Burma
Road....We bless you and your colleagues for your achievements. But
this is no justification for what was not done. First of all, the city's offi-
cial status must be guaranteed. Had there been a properly-worded dec-
laration regarding the status of Jerusalem and its link with the State of
Israel, the situation might have been saved. Consequently, I ask you,
and the Foreign Minister in particular, to see to it that whenever this
subject is discussed, whether by political leaders or experts, someone
from Jerusalem is invited to participate. If two representatives are sent,
the third should be from Jerusalem. Many people feel that it would be
beneficial if someone were to speak on behalf of Jerusalem at Lake Suc-
cess too, even though Dr. Eliash, a leading Jerusalem resident, is there.

Gentlemen...most of the Jews of Jerusalem are religious. I do not
like using this term at all, but there are many people for whom a state-
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ment issued by a religious authority is considerably more meaningful
than any political declaration. When we are facing a bitter war in
Jerusalem, we must have faith and be confident, so as to not even con-
template surrender....An acknowledged religious authority must be in-
volved, though this need not necessarily comprise party leaders. I am
glad to say that when we conferred with the Chief Rabbis, Rabbi Dushin-
sky of Agudat Israel also participated. We recognize him as someone
who understands the problems, is devoted to the revival of Israel, as we
are, protects the unity of the nation and helps the war effort....If, God
forbid, we are forced to fight in Jerusalem, let the Chief Rabbis and
Rabbi Dushinsky be involved in the political aspect, so that they will be
able to tell all those who listen to them: “We have discussed the issue
and have concluded that we must fight; we must be ready for battle and
for sacrifices,” rather than having to tell their followers: “Other people
say—.” Let these rabbis play a part in political matters.

I appeal to you...the leaders of the Jewish state, to come to Jerusalem.
You will not make it easier for the city by creating yet another commit-
tee, nor by granting political accreditation to one official or another.
Instead, help create a suitable political leadership which will inc¢lude
the Chief Rabbis...and Rabbi Dushinsky...who are regarded by many
dJews as an authority. Save Jerusalem and do not transfer any more of-
ficials away from it; let their wives remain in Jerusalem together with
all the other wives.

...l hope that my colleague in the JNF, Dr, Granowsky, will tell you
about the Jerusalem Company. Now, of all times, when there is destruc-
tion and depression, we must begin to build Jerusalem. Now, of all
times, we must prove that we are not surrendering, There have been
rumors that the University is leaving and that Hadassah Hospital will
be moved. We must tell the people of Jerusalem that we will strengthen
the city. Jerusalem is ours. We must begin working with all our
strength and conviction to build up the city. Anyone who rebuilds
Jerusalem's destroyed areas should be paid twice or three times as much
as anyone else. Save Jerusalem! Come to Jerusalem and help give the
city a stable political and economic basis. We cannot ignore
Jerusalem's plight.

A. Granowsky (Jerusalem): Please try to understand the great excite-
ment of people from Jerusalem when they enter our world, after several
weeks of siege, and speak to us about their city. Anyone who did not ex-
perience that dreadful period in the besieged city cannot understand the
sensitivity of the people of Jerusalem.

During my six days of leisure in Tel Aviv I have learned that I am
incapable of explaining everything we have undergone. I would like to
raise several issues which, in my opinion, are of great significance for
the immediate as well as the more distant future. First priority must go
to supporting Jerusalem, and by this I do not mean flimsy declarations.
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The people of Jerusalem are depressed. Now that the most difficult pe-
riod is over, the shelling has stopped and the tensions faced by the
Yishuv for weeks have subsided, depression has set in, and it is grow-
ing. The Yishuv is anxious about its future. It does not know what is to
come.

This depression has set in because the people felt isolated. It is irrel-
evant whether this feeling is objectively justified or not. What is signif-
icant is that it is shared by a population of 100,000. This feeling can be a
factor of great consequence and we must fight it. We must provide the
Jews of Jerusalem with the support they feel they have lacked till now.
We must act to make Jerusalem feel that it is an inseparable part of the
State of Israel. I am aware of the problems inherent in a political decla-
ration of this sort, but clearly it is essential to proclaim that Jerusalem
is part of our state, whether linked to us territorially by means of a cor-
ridor or not. This declaration must be made here, and I am certain that
it will encourage the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

Rabbi Berlin spoke of the danger of people leaving the city. One
must not exaggerate the extent of the phenomenon, but nonetheless its
gravity should not be disregarded. In economic terms, the devastation
in the city is terrible. The blow to the city's economy has affected all
sources of income. People are forced to subsist on the little they have. If
we do not immediately initiate projects for reviving Jerusalem’s econ-
omy, the city is doomed to become one of the neglected corners of the
country.

While we were under siege we attempted to do something with our
own scarce resources. As a result of institutional initiative, an eco-
nomic company for Jerusalem has been established, and has already
formed two subsidiary companies. The decision to establish one of those
subsidiaries was taken the day before the truce, while the shelling was
still in full swing. Thus, the Civil Aviation Company, to maintain
communications between Jerusalem and the world, was founded. The
other company is to erect industrial complexes for developing and
strengthening the city's industry.

There is still a great deal to be done. The programs must still be
worked out in greater detail. However, this should not be the work of the
inhabitants of Jerusalem alone, but of the entire state. I recommend that
the Government form a department to deal specifically with the prob-
lems of Jerusalem....The people of Jerusalem must participate in this
planning and implementation. We want to share in the rehabilitation
of the city. We are in dire need of many projects, and, taking the work
that has already been done into consideration, I see numerous possibili-
ties. Jerusalem is capable of developing sources of income for a great
many people,

There are certain groups of Jews who want to live only in
Jerusalem. Therefore, we must strengthen the religious and eultural
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institutions of the city, and the University first and foremost. Together
with other cultural institutions, both religious and secular, the Univer-
sity can serve not only as an important institution of learning and a
great cultural center for the state and Judaism as a whole, })ut also as an
employer and source of income for hundreds of families in Jerusal'em.
We must strengthen the University immediately, as it is currently in a
very bad financial position.

Through three of its committees, the Jerusalem Company h.as pre-
pared programs, but on our own we are incapable of implement.mg our
vision of a large city of Jerusalem with a strong Jewish population. We
need the active participation of the Government of the state. Through the
joint efforts of the Government and the Jews of the city, we will be able to
put an end to the threat to Jerusalem's future of wholesale departur{_es.
What I am demanding of the Government is the creation of a special
administrative and economic instrument which will deal with
Jerusalem's problems and direct its rehabilitation programs.

S. Kobashi (Jerusalem): I would like to speak about the poverty and the
prevailing meod in Jerusalem. I have noticed a spirit of §grrenc!er
amongst the poorer Jews of the city, caused by the fear of military in-
competence as well as economic privation. I know that many poor fami-
lies in Jerusalem were deprived of bread and water to a greater extent
than other groups in the city. I know of families of ten and more mem-
bers which fled from the suburbs during the shelling and went to Iive‘m
neighborhoods which seemed safer to them, sleeping on the ground with
no one to take care of them. I know of poor families which asked the au-
thorities for help and received no response.

More than the emotional suffering, the prevailing economic hard-
ship robs people of their dignity. We must encourage the inhabi.tants,
especially the poorer sections, so that their spirits do not fall. Their eco-
nomic situation must be attended to, so that they do not have to endure
hunger, If they no longer feel that they are abandoned, we will be ablg to
seeure Jerusalem and will not have to fear that people will leave the city.

I know of people who thought not only in terms of defeat but even of

surrender. We prevented them from acting foolishly only after a great
deal of persuasion. On the other hand, I also know of many people who
manned positions, aiding the defense forces and returning home aﬂ:s.ar
24 hours without bread or water. They did not abandon the city, nor did
their spirits fall. I ask the Council Members to ensure that Jerusalem's
economic conditions will continue to improve, and that the poor be dealt
with in particular.

I would like the support to be not only of a political nature, but also to

encourage the feeling of security and alleviate the economic at}xieties
of the poor. We must protect these classes because they are the basis of the

Yishuv in Jerusalem. Do not let these people feel besieged within a f
siege, but allow them to feel that they are an integral part of the
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Yishuv....Not enough attention has been paid to the hoarding of food.
We must not delude ourselves that this problem will resolve itself,

A. Katznelson (Jerusalem): The day will come when a book will be
written about “Jerusalem's thirty days.” In Tel Aviv I do not speak to
gatherings about Jerusalem during that period because I know that the
time is not yet ripe to tell that story....We are only in a period of truce,
perhaps a very short one, and residents of Jerusalem know all too well
what the end of the truce means. At present we must still hold our peace,
dJerusalem also knew how to hold its peace. Its heroism was reflected
in the fact that it suffered in silence. I spent entire days in the stations of
blood and tears, and I was surprised to see Sephardi women next to the
crushed and mangled bodies of their loved ones without crying. After
all, it is known how Sephardi women reaet to the death of a relative.
Tears flowed for the blood that had been shed, but no cries were heard.

..The heroism of women was extremely important at the Jerusalem
front. It was supreme heroism. They were forced to move from a normal
life style to one known to us only from descriptions of the siege of Len-
ingrad in Russian literature. OQur women had to adjust to using wood
instead of fuel; they had to build their own wood-burning steves for
cooking inside their homes; they had to use candle stumps instead of
electricity; they had to stand in line for water rations during heavy
shelling. All this concerned primarily the women, and if we were to
award Jerusalem medals, they would have to go first and foremost to the
housewives and mothers. Women were the major victims injured by
shells because they were out in the streets....In Jerusalem one did not
walk. One had to run, because there were no warning sirens when the
shelling started....

I will not bring up grudging arguments about isolation, since we
knew quite well that the Yishuv was with us. We knew what was being
done on the road to Jerusalem, we saw the Palmach battalions and knew
what had been done in the Old City and at the Etzion Bloc. There was no
isolation with regard to all that. Isolation existed in only one area, the
lack of communication with the leadership. Why were military or polit-

ical distriet officers responsible for Jerusalem during that period? I ask
this with all due respect for their work. Why was there no authoritative
military or political leadership which could work in coordination with
the local populace (for it too has the right to participate in decisions
which concern it)? We could not understand that. Even now this can be
corrected only by a Government delegation, which should be sent to
Jerusalem for a few days to consult with the residents about concerted
action, local organization and the settlement of the relations between the
various bodies. Soon it will be too late to correct all this.

We would not have forgiven a foreign government for having de-

serted us during the siege of Jerusalem, and we will certainly not for-
give our own for doing so. Only now, after thirty days of shelling, is the
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reaction to the shock to Jerusalem beginning to be felt. The city will not
recover quickly, particularly if new upheavals are experienced. ponse-
quently, a tremendous effort must be made to encourage the public, pre-
vent people leaving and recruit all the loeal forces.

I would say that Rabbi Berlin was privileged to be in Jerusalem dur-
ing that period. I personally would be unhappy had I not beer-i ther?, then,
and I am very glad that I can return there tomorrow, taking with me
provisions for the city's hospitals for at least one month. er n.lust begin
fortifying Jerusalem immediately. That necessitates unifying forces

there, as well as mobilizing an entire team of people, even at the expense

of the state, the Government or the bureaucracy. The Jewish Agency
building is completely empty, not one room is cecupied, except for those
used by the Military Government. How can this be? Is this the way to
treat the edifice which once housed the representatives of the Jewish peo-
le?

’ Declarations about the future of the city are not important at this
moment. We want Jerusalem to be Jewish, just as the state is Jewish.
After the resolution of November 29, Jerusalem must be Jewish. We
want a Jewish Jerusalem, a Jewish Municipality and internal co‘pe—
sion, even if this is only unofficially so. But this requires cooperation
between Jerusalem and the state, and the path to this has not yet been
found. No effort has been made to secure minimal links,

I think that the principal conclusion of this Council should be that
Members of the Government should go to Jerusalem for two or three days
soon, perhaps tomorrow, while it is still possible and the city's streets
are not under constant bombardment (it is not easy to live under a ba}'-
rage of shells), to give advice on how to fortify the city internally...in
preparation for the days to come. '

Z. Warhaftig (Jerusalem): The mood in Jerusalem was just as it has
been deseribed by the previous speakers, and resulted from a feeling of
having been forgotten. This feeling was unpleasant and distressing. It
seemed to us that we had also been forgotten in the political sense. The
Provisional Government was so busy with the war effort and establish-
ing and maintaining the state, that Jerusalem was forgotten. It seemed
to us that our voice was not heard by the world, despite the constant bomb-
ing of the city (10,500 shells fell on Jerusalem, 250-300 people were killed
and at least 1,500 injured). Perhaps our impression was unjustified, but
we were cut off from the rest of the world. We had no access to newspa-
pers. Consequently, we were under the impression that the Government
of Israel had not voiced its protest against the monthlong bombardme{lt
of the Holy City, and the downpour of shells on men, women and chil-
dren.

Perhaps it was impossible to mobilize a military force powerful
enough to silence the guns of Transjordan and Egypt, supplied by Eng-
land. Each and every shell, with its British label, caused us to feel that
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there was not sufficient reaction by the supposedly civilized nations
which claim to revere the city's sanctity. Only two or three days ago I
read in the newspapers that Israel's Government had agreed to the de-
militarization of the Old City of Jerusalem. I would like to know if this
indicates acceptance of a situation in which one part of the Holy City is
recognized by all parties as a demilitarized zone while the other is ex-
posed, day and night, to a hail of bombs. It seems to us that we are at-
tempting to protect only that section of the 0ld City which interests Eu-
rope and America....

I want to know whether the Government of Israel is prepared to fix a
demarcation line in Jerusalem? The entire city is holy to us. We cannot
accept that all of a sudden, after most of our synagogues and houses of
learning have been destroyed, the sanctity of the Old City is remem-
bered and its bombardment forbidden, while at the same time the rest of
Jewish Jerusalem is open to fire from the sixty cannon surrounding the
city.

Not only did we feel forgotten, we also felt discriminated against by
the Government of Israel. We feel that this war is our collective war.
Every young man who came to us and helped defend Jerusalem raised
the spirits of us all. We felt that this was not the war of the residents of
Jerusalem alone, but of all of us, Therefore, I would like to know where
this discrimination in the field of mobilization originated. We are al-
ready recruiting men of 45, whereas in Tel Aviv men of 41 are being
drafted only now. If the mobilization of older people is necessary, it
must be general policy throughout the country,

We suffered from something else, and this may perhaps have
weighed most heavily on us. We were kept in the dark.... This must be
corrected in future. No matter who the military commander is, he must
be in close contact with the civilian leadership. I want to see a change in
this sphere and the appropriate orders given.

One of the chief objectives must be to raise the spirits of the inhahi-
tants of Jerusalem. They need support. The courage with which they
bore great suffering has already been mentioned. I, too, praise the forti-
tude of the residents of Jerusalem. But they are, nonetheless, in need of
political and spiritual support. I will not make concrete suggestions at
this point. But if it were possible to hold the forthcoming meeting of the
Zionist Executive in Jerusalem this would be a great encouragement,
serving as proof of the fact that we have not given up the idea of
Jerusalem as our capital. There is a need for a ceremonial act to show
the people of Jerusalem that they do not live in some remote corner, but
rather at the center of the nation. Qur Sages of blessed memory say that
the inhabitants of Jerusalem are the guards of the palace of the King of
Kings. I wish the view that the inhabitants of Jerusalem guard the
palace of the entire nation would penetrate every corner of the state and
the diaspora, Qur brethren in the diaspora know that those who live in
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Jerusalem guarded it for the sake of the nation. Therefore, everyone
must aid and support the city.

E. Dobkin (Jerusalem): May I suggest that the Council of State appoint a
small committee of four or five members which, together with the com-
mittee appointed by the Government, will discuss all Jewish Jerusa-
lem's weighty problems on a more practical level. It will have to meet
frequently and make concrete decisions.

The Prime Minister, D, Ben-Gurion; Where?

E. Dobkin (Jerusalem): In Tel Aviv, at the center of action. The issues
which have been raised...concerning Jerusalem's fate should not be
discussed in so large a forum. They pertain to both the military and
economic aspects of Jerusalem, Therefore, I do not believe that this de-
bate can be fruitful. A discussion must be held, however, as none of the
basic arrangements regarding Jerusalem have yet been made.

1 returned from Jerusalem today and feel obliged to tell you that only
yesterday, after two weeks of truce, the first tomato reached the city.
There is no transportation system, fuel or electricity yet, and it is hoped
that these will be available by Monday. As to the mood of the inhabitants,
when I mentioned this in a different forum someone suggested psycho-
analysis to examine what happened to the Jews of Jerusalem, since their
feelings seem identical to those experienced in the Warsaw Ghetto.
There is no point in assuming this identity of emotions, but nonetheless,
Jerusalem's problems must be tackled.

M. Wilner (Communists): There is little point in speaking of the other
side of the coin at present, but I do want to emphasize the fact that another
side exists. In reporting on Jerusalem, my colleagués have described
the heroism of the Jewish population, as well as the somewhat different
mood of a significant portion of the city's residents. Despite the suffer-
ing, Jerusalem appears to have been the scene of heroic deeds. We must
view Jerusalem as part a de facto part of the State of Israel. On military
and other questions, our policy on Jerusalem must be the same as it
would be with regard to any part of the State of Israel, though a part sub-
ject to much harsher conditions.

I would like to emphasize the fact that none of the places holy to
Christianity in Jerusalem were damaged. Churches are not holy to
them. Oil wells and strategic bases are their holy sites. Therefore, there
is no sense in appealing to Truman, Marshall or any of the other war
criminals. Had Truman wanted to, he could have prevented what hap-
pened in Jerusalem, and at least implemented the U.N. resolutions.
What happened in Jerusalem must teach us that the current leadership
of America and England is no friend of the Jewish world, unless the
Jews are willing to accept any criminal act not only against the Jews but
against all humanity....

150

Jerusalem was not only the battlefront of the State of Israel, it was
also the front that saved Tel Aviv. This must be brought home to the res-
idents of Tel Aviv. The enemy forces were massed around Jerusalem.
It is incomprehensible, therefore, that we conceded the alternative road
to Jerusalem....We have heard from Council Member Dobkin that sup-
plies to Jerusalem have not improved during the two weeks of the truce. I
believe that this is due to the fact that the road to Jerusalem is under the
supervision of observers ostensibly sent by the U.N. but in fact Ameri-
can. The way we tend to accept everything the Americans say is one of
the reasons for Jerusalem's suffering and the fact that the situation has
not improved during the truce.

The current problem is Jerusalem, but in effect it is a general one. A
basic change in Jerusalem's status depends on a change in Govern-
ment policy as regards requesting aid, establishing friendly relations
with those who extend their hand to us and putting a stop to proclama-
tions of our special connection with the West, and the U.S. in particu-
lar...which harm our war effort. Qur orientation must be towards those
who help us in concrete terms and are prepared to extend us political and
military aid.

B. Repetor (Mapam): In all probability, had the Government reported to
us on its activities regarding Jerusalem, we would have saved our-
selves this discussion. I understand, however, that the Government had
good reasons for not doing so, and I will not argue with this, The Coun-
cil did well to hear what its representatives from Jerusalem had to say,
which was important for both Jerusalem and the Council. Following the
remarks made here, I think we should make several decisions con-
cerning the Government's activities in the field of supplies, transporta-
tion, a centralized settlement authority, etc. This should not be post-
poned, and action should be taken promptly. I propose the following:

A. The Government should apprise the Couneil of all the issues re-
lating to past military and civilian action in Jerusalem, so that it can
discuss them. The Government should also prepare a resolution for the
forthcoming Council sitting. :

B. The Government should set up a special mechanism for increas-
ing the efficiency of transportation, supplies, equipment and any other
essential matter during the truce.

C. The Government should appoint a special committee in Tel Aviv
to deal with Jerusalem's...financial and economic problems, construc-
tion and defense....

D. The Government should discuss the political future and charac-
ter of the city immediately, presenting its conclusions to the Council of

- State,

E. A special financial source should be found to alleviate Jerusa-
lem's most pressing needs and build it up in the future. The Govern-
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ment should work towards this objective and inform the Council of its
Progress.

It is evident that Jerusalem's affairs cannot be left to its 90,000 Jew-
ish inhabitants alone. Taking this political reality into consideration,
the Government of Israel must deal with the problems, regardless of the
city's political status. Only if the Provisional Government actually
deals with Jerusalem will we be able to demand that its Jewish popula-
tion refrain from leaving, continue to resist hostilities and work to re-
build the city.

The Minister of Agriculture, A. Zisling: Jerusalemn was not abandoned
as far as emotional support was concerned, although this partnership of
emotion may have been imperfect. Though we were aware of what was
happening in Jerusalem, feelings are deeper when one is actively in-
volved....Our help was extended with great feeling, though perhaps not
with complete success. Clearly, there were both successes and failures.
The subject of Jerusalem has been raised not in order to discuss betrayal
by the Jews but rather by those who fired shells and, particularly, those
who trained and armed them—Britain and its allies. The blood of those
who fell for Jerusalem cries out against them...,

I agree with Rabbi Berlin's political remarks. Jerusalem is a Jew-
ish city. We protect its Jewishness by recognizing and caring about its
character and preventing an approach which is contrary to ours from
gaining the upper hand. Jewish Jerusalem will be secure only if a
series of settlements are created around it. The corridor to Jerusalem
must be settled. The city must also remain Jewish within a framework
of international rule. This, in my view, is a better solution than the illu-
sion of a sovereign Jerusalem, which could not be secured under Abdul-
lah, Britain's faithful servant.

I accept what Mr, Ben-Zvi and others have said, but I do not think
that Mr. Dobkin's suggestions should be implemented. There is no need
for another general committee for Jerusalem. Perhaps one person
should be appointed to devote himself to the subject. Jerusalem needs an
exceptional civilian political authority, in addition to the military aun-
thority. The two need not necessarily be at odds, and could strengthen
and complement one another. This should not be restricted to Jerusalem
only. The management of military affairs should be interwoven with
managing the political affairs of the Yishuv as a whole. If this is not
done, both sides are weakened. Jerusalem must be strengthened to the
maximum of our abilities. A great deal of effort has already been in-
vested, and this must be augmented by the authorities. People should not
be moved from Jerusalem, thereby emptying the city. On the contrary,
its population should be increased and the Yishuv within the city and its
environs strengthened. We must not institute a system of “hostages,”
however. Jerusalem must grow, not wither, but if someone is vitally
needed elsewhere his specific case should be considered by the local in-
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stitutions. Furthermore, if it is decided that he is needed and should
leave Jerusalem, his family should not be held hostage there.

We must help Jerusalem. We must strengthen mutual aid all over
the country. Poverty has been mentioned, but the depree of suffering of
day laborers and others in comparison with those who have means has
not yet been fully appreciated. People who had means may not have set
aside anything to ease the suffering of others. Even today Jerusalem
can still help itself. There is great wealth in the city which was not
made available to the Army. This probably also applies to people outside
Jerusalem, throughout the entire country, and must be remembered as
we implement our future plans. The Municipalities of Tel Aviv, Haifa
and other towns...should regard themselves as being privileged to aid
Jerusalem,....

Jerusalem needs water, and Tel Aviv could guarantee a loan and
arrangements to secure a better water supply than is presently avail-
able. Haifa, as well as other places which suffered less than Jerusalem,
could offer specific aid, in addition to the help given by the Government.
The Government must make detailed recommendations for a course of
action, and submit them...to the center of Jewish life and the Yishuv in
Israel. Whatever the legal form our position may take, Jerusalem be-
longs to the State of Israel.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: The need of our colleagues from
Jerusalem to say what is on their minds is understandable. Whether
they expressed it in the proper manner is a different question. I agree
with Council Member Katznelson's remark that it was a privilege to
have lived in Jerusalem at that time. Most of us did not have that privi-
lege. But the claim that Jerusalem was discriminated against is not
true and deprives the hundreds and thousands who were killed or
wounded fighting for Jerusalem of their due. Judging by their speeches,
our colleagues from Jerusalem do not seem to realize that. The basic
problem of Jerusalem is not one of arrangements and provisions, nor is
it a political issue. It is rather a question of military capability, of
whether we will have the strength, first, to conquer the Old City, sec-
ondly, to conquer a sufficiently wide corridor from here to Jerusa-
lem...and, thirdly, to defeat the Arab Legion in the Triangle. Without
these three things we cannot honestly say that Jerusalem has been lib-
erated or that the danger threatening it has been averted.

Although securing the integrity of Jerusalem is a primary objective
of these actions, the actual battlefronts are largely outside the city. Any-
one who had the privilege of living in Jerusalem then should not ignere
or belittle the importance of these actions. Military strength alone will
not solve all Jerusalem's problems. Once our forces liberate the heart of
Jerusalem, the QOld City, conquer the areas between Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem which are not yet in our hands, and defeat the Legion, a ma-
jor economic question will arise, namely, how are we to secure a
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healthy and expanding economic basis for the inhabitants of Jerusalem
as well as for the influx of people into the city? The third problem...is
how to supply large quantities of water, fuel, food and materials to
Jerusalem while the truce lasts.

These are the three major problems concerning Jerusalem. As for
the problem which agitated the Members so much, the internal ar-
rangements, I can only say that whatever arrangement was made was
not accepted by Jerusalem. When a single person was appointed an ap-
peal was made. When a committee was appointed an appeal was made.
If we set up a Civil Government there will be another appeal. I am not
accusing the representatives of Jerusalem. The inhabitants of Jerusa-
lem are extraordinary and I fear that no organizational arrangement
will satisfy them, especially as long as we do not control the Old City
and the road to Jerusalem, and as long as the enemy can shell the city.

The Government is faced with the dilemma of whether to appeoint a
Governor of Jerusalem. There is clearly a need for this, but, as usual, it
is difficul{ to implement. If only there were a wise man among us who
;:ould come up with a suggestion acceptable to all the people of Jerusa-

em.

- Some things have been accomplished. If, despite shortages and
shelling, there was a minimum...of food, this is thanks not only to those
outside the city who organized food consignments, but also to the people
of Jerusalem. I will not name all those who organized the distribution of
food with such ability, devotion and loyalty, but they should be praised.
We should not resent the fact that our colleagues from Jerusalem did not
make any constructive recommendations. Suggesting that a committee
be formed cannot be regarded as constructive advice. At present, our
chief objective must be to undertake serious military action to conquer
the open area along the road to Jerusalem and liberate the city com-
pletely. I hope that this will be done,

The economic development of Jerusalem must be dealt with. Dr.
Granowsky is head of the Jerusalem Company, among whose primary
functions is the economic revival of the city. This includes bolstering
the University and, as far as possible, moving all educational institu-
tions to Jerusalem, regardless of what the city's status may be. Educa-
tion and culture are “industries” which belong in Jerusalem. Jewish
science, culture and art must all meet in Jerusalem, but the organiza-
tional problems are difficult to solve. To appoint a Governor of Jeru-
salem or set up a communal institution there which will be acceptable to
all the various circles is no mean feat....In general, Jews accept autho-
rity only reluctantly, and in Jerusalem they are even less inclined to do
s0.

At present, our greatest concern is to maximalize the stocks of sup-
plies for Jerusalem. Whenever they come here, the Members from
Jerusalem should remind us, make demands, urge us on and help us.
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No stocks can be too large. If fighting breaks out again we cannot let
Jerusalem find itself once again in the same situation as at the time of
the proclamation of our independence and the subsequent invasion.

Colleagues visiting Jerusalem must tell its Jewish population that it
has not been forgotten....There are thousands of young people willing to
give their lives for Jerusalem's liberation and redemption. The Holy
City is unlucky. King David chose one of the most problematic spots in
the country as his capital. The people who returned to Zion in our gener-
ation did not concern themselves with creating countrywide links be-
tween settled areas and the eapital. By a miracle, a Jewish majority was
preserved in Jerusalem, and even grew in our time. But a Jewish ma-
jority within the city is not enough. Jewish agriculture surrounding the
city is necessary, as is a passage to Jerusalem, bolstered on both sides by
Jewish settlements. We are now paying for our mistakes. Thus, by
means of war we must correct the damage caused by negligence in
times of peace. The capacity to correct this lies solely in the hands of our
Army, and I hope it will succeed. The process has already begun. We
control a passage, but at present it is too narrow. It must be broadened to
the north and the south, and agricultural-military settlements must be
positioned along it. This can be done for the sake of more peaceful days,
and if our efforts are increased they will surely bear fruit.

Our military strength is vital for our existence and our future. Be-
cause of its geographical position, Jerusalem's destiny rests more on
our military strength than any other place. Jerusalem's salvation de-
pends on recapturing the road to the city, an operation which entails
building it as well. Both conquest and construction require a strong
fighting and settling force. At present we cannot discuss everything
here, even if subjects are not made public. In times of war many issues
must be kept under wraps. We must not further aggravate our situation;
what we must do is increase the numbers of our fighting men.

1 do not understand why the inhabitants of Jerusalem resent the mo-
bilization of men up to the age of 45. The country was also in need of a
workforce. Jerusalem required supplies, all of which came from outside
the city. Supplies have to be produced, stored, assembled, loaded and
transported. Many settlements in the country, as well as numerous
craftsmen, laborers, farmers, drivers, mechanics, transporters, ete.,
participated in this effort for Jerusalem. All Israel was concerned for
Jerusalem's economic situation. But we do not want Israel's economy to
function only because of diaspora Jewry. There is a need for production
and labor, for agriculture, industry and transportation, for construction
and seaports. It is our task to sustain the economy. If we want to do this
we cannot possibly mobilize all our manpower for the war effort alone.
Jerusalem was capable of mobilizing more people in its defense and
fortification, and this does not constitute discrimination. We must not
present the subject of Jerusalem in contradistinction to the rest of the
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country, nor vice versa. We all share a common struggle. Jerusalem
suffered more than most of Israel's other settlements, but I would not
want to deprive settlements in the Jordan Valley, Upper Galilee, the
Negev, the Plain or anywhere else of the credit due to them. They, too,
faced suffering, death and destruction, and shared a heroism which
will always be remembered with the utmost respect.

The test is not over, and the time has not yet come for the distribution
of prizes. There is still a need for an allout spiritual, physical, eco-
nomic and military effort. Qur work is far from perfect. Let us correct
our mistakes by means of a shared effort rather than through mutual
provocation.

A, Katznelson (Jerusalem): The last time I left Tel Aviv for Jerusalem
the Prime Minister told me that the proclamation of Jerusalem as a de-
militarized city was being contemplated. He informed me that we had
two objectives: to open the road as soon as possible and to defend the
agricultural settlements around Jerusalem, but that these contradicted
another plan—the demilitarization of Jerusalem. The situation has
changed since then. We have paid the price for opening the road, though,
of course, Jerusalem would have been worth even more. We have also
paid the price for defending our agricultural villages around
Jerusalem.

Some days ago I heard from the Prime Minister about the sixty can-
non of the Arab armies surrounding Jerusalem. I will not make a mili-
tary prognosis. I prefer to be optimistic. But in a situation of this kind it
is absolutely impossible to run the affairs of Jerusalem, not just strate-
gic questions, from Tel Aviv; just as it is impossible to run the affairs of
the entire Jewish state from Jerusalem. This is the reality, and my sug-
gestion is a simple one: there should be no Jerusalem Committee in Tel
Aviv. Instead, all the members of the Ministerial Committee should
come to Jerusalem for two or three days and discuss things on the spot.
The people of Jerusalem must be made to feel that their affairs are being
directed by their own representatives, not that they have to wait for a
telegram from Tel Aviv which may or may not arrive,

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: There is no need to discuss
whether members of the Jerusalem Committee will go to Jerusalem. The
Foreign Minister will reply on the demilitarization of Jerusalem.

The Foreign Minister, M. Shertok: I suggest that Mr. Warhaftig re-
frain from accepting everything he reads in the papers as the truth,
thereby sparing himself doubts and agitation. A note of inquiry can be
sent to the appropriate Minister. There is no need to save questions for
the sittings of the Council of State.

I cannot imagine that any member of the Government would deal
with proposals on the demilitarization of Jerusalem without consulting
the Foreign Ministry. My Ministry knows nothing about the demilita-
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rization of the Old City of Jerusalem. Not that there have not been any
such suggestions, but the Foreign Ministry has not received them. I do
not know who proposed this. It is completely false. This is the answer to
the factual question,

What I do know is that in the circles of the U.N. Mediator the idea has
been mooted that if his mission on the major issues fails, he may try
merely...to achieve the demilitarization of Jerusalem. The idea is not
to demilitarize only the Old City in relation to all Jerusalem, but to de-
militarize all Jerusalem in relation to the entire country. That is quite
different. To date, there have been no concrete proposals, discussions or
negotiations on this subject. I am not even certain to what ex{.:ent this
suggestion is realistic. First, the withdrawal of the Arab Legion from
Jerusalem must be demanded. Only then could one discuss the internal
demilitarization of the city. If a proposal of this kind were to be made se-
riously, the Provisional Government, in consultation with the people of
Jerusalem, could discuss it and reach a decision. But no such proposal
has been made.

The Prime Minister, D. Ben-Gurion: As whether Jerusalem is part of
the state or not, I would like to say that at the moment there are areas
borders acceptable to all sides are fix with international approval, we
are talking about the boundaries of Jewish government. Jerusalem
within them (though, to my great sorrow, without the Old City at present),
just as Tel Aviv is. There is no different between Jerusalem and Tel
Aviv or between Haifa and Hanita. They are all within the boundaries
of Jewish government.
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